Village Link
News from the Winterbournes
Winter 2021

No 128

New fencing around the children’s play equipment in the
QEII field, providing a more secure and safer play area. See
pages 33-37 for our pull-out questionnaire on future needs
for sport and recreation facilities.
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Village Link
A magazine produced by the Parish Council three times annually providing news, information and items of interest for the
Winterbournes.
Delivery helpers
Heather and George Shepherd, Sue Davis, Jenny Lloyd, Nikki Palmer, Maureen Homer, Charles Penn, Ian Berry-Bowers, Pam Newton,
Ann Howell, Pam Taylor, Margaret Ward, Neil Grace, Carol Biggins,
Rosemary Bolwell, Maureen Atkinson
Email: winterbournevillagelink@gmail.com

From the Editor
The oldest issue of our parish magazine in the
“editor’s box” dates from 1955, and I am
amazed at how familiar some of the content is Church & Parish Council, the Historical Society,
a choir, cricket club, flower show, Winterbourne
Earls School. While much seems to have been
constant over this time there has also of course
been much change, and this has been particularly dramatic in recent years for the ways we disseminate information. As the Parish Council
Chairman reports (p6) we intend this to be the
last issue of the Village Link in its current form.
Please do respond to the request for feedback.
It has been a privilege to edit this magazine for the past 8 years covering 30 issues, but it is time now for others to take this forward into the
(not so new) digital age. I would like to take this opportunity to thanks
all those who have helped “keep this show on the road”, including all
contributors, the delivery team, advertisers and (for this year and last
in particular) my husband!
Liz Penn
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Winterbourne Parish Council
Councillor Charles Penn (Chairman)
01980 610979, chair-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk

Councillor Roy Judd (Vice-Chairman)
01980 611751, rjudd-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk

Councillor Maureen Atkinson
Councillor Peter Biggins
Councillor Charlie Bruce-White
Councillor Adrian Burrows
Councillor Joy Harrison
Councillor Chris Judd
Councillor Nicola Palmer
Wiltshire Unitary Councillor Andrew Oliver

Any parish related inquiries should be made in writing to the Parish
Clerk in the first instance which will then be brought to the attention of
the Parish Council.
Melanie Thomas, Parish Clerk, Windrush, Kings Paddock,
Winterslow, SP5 1RZ. Telephone: 01980 863802
Email:
clerk-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk
Web site: http://www.winterbourneparishcouncil.com/
Meetings of the Parish Council usually take place on the third Wednesday of every month except August, at 7.30pm at the Glebe Hall, Winterbourne Earls. The agenda are displayed on the main Parish Council
noticeboard as well as the Parish Council website. The last meeting in
2021 will be on December 15th.
Any special arrangements for attendance at meetings, arising from
Covid-19 or any other factors, will be included in the agenda notice.
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Wiltshire Council services' contact details
(www.wiltshire.gov.uk/contact)
If you believe a child or young person is at risk of significant harm, neglect or injury, report your
concerns to the Children's Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0300 4560108.
Adult Care 0300 456 0111 AdviceandContact@wiltshire.gov.uk
Automated Payment Line 0300 456 0119
Benefits 0300 456 0110 benefits@wiltshire.gov.uk
Blue Badges 01225 713002 bluebadge@wiltshire.gov.uk
Building Control 0300 456 0113 buildingcontrol@wiltshire.gov.uk
Children's Services Social Care (Wiltshire South) 01722 438165
Council Tax 0300 456 0109 counciltax@wiltshire.gov.uk
Dog Warden 0300 456 0107 dogs@wiltshire.gov.uk
Early Years and Childcare 0300 003 4561 earlyyears@wiltshire.gov.uk
Fraud Hotline (24 hours) 01249 706456
Highways 0300 456 0105
Homes4Wiltshire (housing register) 0300 456 0104 homes4wiltshire@wiltshire.gov.uk
Housing (Wiltshire South) 01722 434233
Library (Salisbury) 01722 324145
Pest Control, Noise and Pollution:
Environmental Health 0300 456 0107 customerservices@wiltshire.gov.uk
Planning 0300 456 0114 developmentmanagement@wiltshire.gov.uk
Registrations Births and deaths 0300 003 4569
Rubbish and Recycling 0300 456 0102 customerservices@wiltshire.gov.uk
Schools Admissions 01225 713010 admissions@wiltshire.gov.uk
School Transport 01225 712852 educationtransport@wiltshire.gov.uk

Can't find the service you require?
Contact Customer Services on 0300 456 0100 (lines open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday)

In an emergency
In extreme circumstances, where there's an immediate threat to health and safety (out of our office hours), call: 0300 456 0100. This service covers







Emergency adult and child social care
Emergency housing needs
Emergency highway faults
Environmental health emergency service
Building control emergencies (dangerous structures)
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Chairman’s report
Our magazine, the Village Link…….
For some time the Parish Council has been considering the future for printed publications such as the
Village Link in the context of increasing use of digital
media (the internet and others). Other factors taken
into account are the challenge of providing a full and
accurate calendar of events over the 4 months between issues, the cost and resources needed to produce the magazine, and that the churches in the
Bourne Valley now produce their own monthly church magazine. We
have therefore concluded that a printed magazine of this size and frequency
has “had its day”, and this issue will be the last in its present form.
We welcome views on how you would like information & news to be made
available in the future. We are working on a new and more dynamic website (see below), and have noticeboards across the parish, but these may not
meet everyone's needs.

……….modern media………
In the last issue we gave a glimpse of a new website that is still “work in progress”. Our Parish Council website does provide full information on the
workings of the Council, but we intend to broaden the scope of this to cover a wider range of community information, news and contributions, under
a new community website. Again, we welcome offers of help with this now
and for the future - our rate of progress, and the quality of the website, depend on contributions and editors!
For the Parish Council, this will be our principal “digital presence” as we
do not have the resources to develop, sustain and monitor other social media. While some councillors have joined groups such as the Winterbournes and Hurdcott Community Hub on Facebook, it is important that
anyone wanting to communicate with the Council or a councillor does so
direct via our website or as given on page 5.

………...and a meeting of the Parish
We keep promising a parish meeting - something we haven’t been able to
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do since 2019. This is now in the diary for Sunday 30 January 2.30-4.30pm,
at the Glebe Hall. Please “save the date” and come along to share your
views. Please also let us know of any topic(s) you would like to be included we currently plan to cover communication including the Village Link and
website development, and future needs for sport and recreation facilities and
equipment (see pull-out questionnaire on the centre pages).
Charles Penn

Glebe Hall Management Committee

Although we still advise users of the Glebe Hall to remain cautious, when
organising events, due to the continuing levels of COVID -19 infections, it is
pleasing to report that an increasing number of events are finally taking
place. Organisers are responding to the current public health and Glebe
Hall committee recommendations to use appropriate protective measurers
(mask, hand washing and social distancing) where appropriate and in response to the number of people attending their events.
The Glebe Hall Management Committee continue to undertake measurers
to reduce the possibility of community transmission of COVID-19, and continue to advise on simple methods to be adopted to control infection while
using the hall. All our regular groups have cautiously started to operate again
and are being enthusiastically welcomed by their members. Delayed and
previously cancelled family anniversaries, birthday parties and various celebrations have been undertaken and bookings for the New Year are looking
healthy. So I suggest any event, celebration or party being considered next
year that you booked as soon as possible, as the calendar is filling up, fast.
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During the last few months the Glebe Hall Committee has introduced
very successful community ‘Tea and Chat’ sessions on Wednesdays between 2- 4.30pm. These are organised every fortnight to encourage
some local social interaction, after the imposed isolation many experienced during the various COVID-19 restrictions. This has proved increasingly popular and has been welcomed by many in our community.
All age groups are welcome to share a free cup of tea /coffee/soft
drinks, accompanied by a selection of cakes. Just make a donation to
Glebe Hall funds. Dates for future meetings include November 24th and
December 8th 2021.
Many successful fundraising events have recently taken place to help
improve the facilities in the hall. Sue Davis again ran a very successful
Jumble Sale on Saturday 13th November raising approximate £600 to be
divided between the Salisbury Hospice and the Glebe Hall. Both organisations have benefitted so much over the years and owe her a great
deal of gratitude for all the hard work she has undertaken. This I am
sad to report could be her last Jumble Sale and as such we owe her a
great deal of thanks for the work she has put into the community especially the Glebe Hall. Neil Grace has started a very successful new venture that has benefitted Glebe Hall fundraising. His ‘Legofest’ organised on 16th October proved a resounding success, attracted a tremendous number of enthusiasts and raised over a £1000. Maureen Atkinson’s “Designer Dress Sale“ on 6th November also proved a fantastic
success, again raising much needed funds. On behalf of the Glebe Hall
Committee can I thank the organisers and all the numerous volunteers
for giving up their time to help run the events, provide cakes and clearing up at the end. Without such support our increasingly valuable community facility, would find it difficult to operate, maintain and improve
its facilities- so THANK YOU.
Finally on behalf of the Glebe Hall Committee can I wish you all a
Happy Christmas and safe New Year
Graham Lloyd, Chairman, Glebe Hall Management Committee

8

Winterbourne Glebe Hall Prices for Hiring 2022
Vicarage Lane, Winterbourne Earls, Salisbury, SP4 6HA
Registered Charity 279405
Description

Price
£

Daytime (whole premises)

19*

Per hour

Evening (whole premises)

25*

Per hour

12.50*

Per hour

Small Meeting Room**
(Ron Burton Room)

Weddings
(includes 6pm Friday to 10am

536*

Sunday)

Cleaning after wedding

48.50

Cleaning after special events

48.50

*Discounts may be available for Winterbourne residents — please enquire.
**Small Meeting Room has self-contained access from outside, also may be
available with access to kitchen & toilets — please enquire
Booking Clerk: Cheryl Saffery 07840887842 glebehall1993@gmail.com website: www.glebehall.org.uk
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Alun Owen “Taffy” Davies MBE
Alun was born on 20th September 1945 and passed away at his home on 27th
September this year. His father Tommy Owen Davies was a Captain in the
Merchant Navy. His mother Gwyneth was at home looking after Alun and his
older brother Gareth. The family lived in a very small village in rural Cardiganshire. He sadly lost his mother at the age of 12, and his father remarried.
Alun attended the local primary school until he was 11 years old where he was
a very bright pupil, before moving on to Llandovery College. He enjoyed
Welsh where he was under the tutelage of the legendary rugby coach Carwyn
James and his love of Welsh and Welsh culture remained with him throughout
despite living most of his life in England. He subscribed to many Welsh publications and activities and he frequently attended the annual National Eisteddfod which is the major cultural event in Wales.
After leaving school he spent some time working on farms in Ceredigion where
he met and married his first wife Mary and had a son Darren. Unfortunately,
things did not work out and Alun moved on to work on farms in Monmouthshire and then Cumbria. During this time, he developed an interest in lorry
driving and acquired his licence to drive heavy goods vehicles. Eventually he
ended up in Salisbury where he joined BRF and met Marion.
Alun and Marion married and had two sons, Richard and Andrew. Tragically
Richard was killed in a road traffic accident in 1999. Sadly, Marion died in
10

2013 of cancer.
After BRF Alun went on to work for NAAFI and became the transport and
logistics manager until his retirement. In 2002 Alun was awarded the MBE
for his services to the defence industry, an honour he treasured greatly.
Alun was always very keen on most sports, in particular rugby, football and
cricket, which he played to a good club standard. He was an avid supporter
and member of Glamorgan County Cricket and would spend a few days
every year watching a four day game from start to finish. After cricket, Alun
took up bowls and for a time was Chairman of Five Rivers Indoor bowls
club. Being such a generous man, he also helped to have the roof of their
Clubhouse restored.
During his time in Salisbury & the Winterbournes where he lived for nearly
40 years, Alun liked to get involved and to help people. He joined the
Winterbourne Operatic Society and would frequently take part, as well as
help to organise productions. Latterly he became a significant patron and
sponsor of Celebrate Voice, and the Riverside Singers.
Alun was Chair of Winterbourne Parish Council for a number of years in
the 1990s. He was also an active member and keen supporter of both the
Bourne Valley Historical Society and the Amesbury Society. He recently
paid to digitise the maps held by the Bourne Valley Society to make them
more easily accessible to members. He had a collection of old photos of
the Winterbournes which he was gradually captioning and he had been
working on a history of the occupancy of houses in the Winterbournes. For
many years he sponsored the yearly Figsbury Challenge – a fun and fundraising event organised by Winterbourne Primary School, with participants
racing up to the top of Figsbury Rings and back. Through his step mother
Alun discovered, when researching family history, that he was related to the
eminent physician John Roberts, who paid for the building of the clock tower in Fisherton Street, Salisbury, in memory of his wife, Arabella.
Despite the tragedies in his life, Alun always remained cheerful, and his
wicked sense of humour endeared him to all who met him. His glass was always half full. He was also very generous, and supported many charities
and causes he cared about - he was heavily involved with the Royal British
Legion and attended wreath laying ceremonies in France and England. He
also visited Norway for trips in honour of Arthur Davies and RAF crew just two of so many things.
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Lego Fest 2021

Our much anticipated second Legofest at the Glebe Hall finally happened on
Saturday 16th October. We wanted to deliver a bigger and better show and the
1,000 people who attended were not disappointed.
On view were a 22ft working city rail and town layout and a rare 1980’s space
monorail system supported by lots of personal displays from large Star Wars
models and working Technic vehicles through to detailed smaller dioramas.
There were several competitions to enter to win Lego prizes, and a super raffle
which was extremely popular. Smaller children were able to play in the Duplo
bricks area and everyone was kept going by the refreshments team.
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A lot of people gave their time willingly to make this event happen and help to
raise a substantial amount of money to help with the running of the Glebe Hall
and a big thank you is due to everyone whether you marshalled, raffled, assisted, operated displays, sold, catered, displayed, tidied, cleaned, promoted or
donated.
Thanks also to Phillip Harvey and Winterbourne Parish Council for facilitating parking to ensure a smooth flow of traffic.
We are already looking towards Legofest 2022 in September (tbc). If you wish
to be involved please ring 01980 611939
John Jost and Neil Grace
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Amesbury Rural Neighbourhood
Policing Team
Our neighbourhood police have changed
the way they communicate with us, and will
no longer be providing monthly reports.
Below is the link to Wiltshire Police online crime reporting, please do report any incidents/crimes/intelligence, so that our local police can get a
clear picture of what may be happening within our community and focus
their priorities accordingly depending upon the issues reported.
Wiltshire Police online crime reporting link:
https://www.wiltshire.police.uk/ro/report/
Amesbury Neighbourhood Area Email:
AmesburyAreaCPT@wiltshire.police.uk
For information on what crimes and incidents have been reported in the
Amesbury Community Policing Team area, visit https://www.police.uk/
pu/your-area/wiltshire-police/amesbury/ to view a crime and incident
map and find links to more detailed data.
If you have any information about offenders or see something suspicious, please call Wiltshire Police on 101, or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555111. In an emergency or for a crime in progress dial
999.
Amesbury Rural officers:
PC 1390 Juliet Cox
Juliet.cox@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO 8098 Pippa Brewer
Pippa.brewer@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO 3693 Mary Carty
Mary.carty@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Volunteering
Bourne Valley Link Scheme
Our volunteers provide neighbourly services to those in
need in the Bourne Valley parishes of Cholderton, Newton Toney, Allington, Boscombe, Idmiston, Porton,
Gomeldon, the Winterbournes and Hurdcott
Bourne Valley Link Scheme would like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas and wonderful New Year. We would like to remind clients and volunteers of our Christmas closing.
The BVLS and the coordinators will not be available after 5pm
on Wednesday 22nd December 2021. We start again at 9am on
Tuesday 4th January 2022. Please book AS SOON AS POSSIBLE to allow the coordinators the maximum amount of time to arrange
transport.
The Navy Larks singing sea shanties will be the entertainment at the
Bourne Valley Link Scheme New Year party which will be held at
the Glebe Hall, Winterbourne Earls on Saturday 29th January,
2022 at 2.30pm. Doors open from 2.00pm. Tickets are £5 each.
Please come and join us for a traditional afternoon tea with delicious sandwiches and cakes to celebrate the New Year.

We want to thank all the BVLS volunteers who have worked tirelessly and
given their time so generously this year. It has been a particularly challenging time for everyone but particularly for our dedicated team of coordinators who always try to help clients who are in need. Bourne Valley
Link NEEDS YOUR HELP. You do not have to commit to a large
amount of time, even just an hour or two a month will help. Please phone
the Coordinator on 01980 611117 to have chat about what might suit you.
Volunteer drivers and clients will continue to wear masks and use hand gel.
Bourne Valley Link Scheme offers its clients transport to medical appointments, hairdressers etc., together with the collection of shopping and prescriptions. To use the Link Scheme, please contact the co-ordinator on
01980 611117. Donations are gratefully accepted.
www.bournevalleylink.org
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Community days in the Winterbournes
Volunteers met in October and November and completed the following
tasks:






Litter pick throughout the village
Cut back hedge on east side of A338 from The Bank to East Farm
Re-site and re-plant three flower tubs to the grass bank adjacent to the
Amenity Area car park at the entrance to Sherfield. We are grateful
to a parishioner who donated spring bulbs and winter pansies for the
tubs. It is hoped that the plant tubs will prevent cars driving over this
area of grass.
Leaf clearance on pavements.

Tasks for the future include:








Rub down and repaint Green Bridge railings in Tanners Lane
Rub down railings of one side of White Bridge in Winterbourne
Gunner
Clean off lichen and repaint roadside footpath posts
Litter pick throughout the village
Tidy shrub bed at Summerlug corner
Clean play equipment in QEII Field playground
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Everyone is very welcome to join in the work on Community Days, usually a Saturday morning from 9am to 12 noon. There are tasks suitable
for all ages and abilities. Protective clothing and tools are provided. Volunteers gather for coffee, etc. in the Winterbourne Arms, or bacon butties in the Glebe Hall (depending on availability), afterwards. We are always keen to hear of other tasks that could be undertaken in the village.
If you are interested in helping and would like to receive details of future
Community Days, please contact Cllr Maureen Atkinson (01980
611311) matkinson-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk or Cllr
Nikki Palmer npalmer-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk

Winterbourne Speed Watch Team
A resumption of activities has now occurred due to
the recruitment of new volunteers who have successfully undergone their training. I can report that we restarted this October and found that between 4-8% of
all traffic that passed through the village at all our sessions travelled at speeds in excess of 30m.p.h.
We continue to work closely with the groups at Porton, Allington and
Firsdown. Over the coming year the Community Speed Watch volunteers will be increasingly supported by the Community Policing Teams
(CPTs), supported by the Special Constabulary Roads Policing Unit.
We still share the speed camera with Porton and Firsdown CSW teams
and exchange roughly every fortnight. Depending on the weather and
numbers of team members available, we try to cover all areas of the village that have been approved, at different times of the day. Having an
increased number of volunteers provides us with the ability to maximise
our activities when we have the camera. If you are prepared to donate a
few hours every six weeks please contact the Clerk of the Winterbourne
Parish Council, clerk-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk or the current Winterbourne Speed Watch Team Coordinator on 07311 333 252.
Graham Lloyd
Winterbourne Team Coordinator
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Interests and Activities
Bourne Valley Horticultural Society and
Gardening Club
As we now move rapidly into shortening daylight
hours and colder weather, the scope for gardening is
reduced and the time has come to put the garden to
bed for the winter months and to plan for next year’s
horticultural round.
Our first meeting for eighteen months was held on 2nd September in the
form of the Club’s AGM and a bring and buy sale of garden plants and produce. It was good to see so many familiar faces and welcome a few new
members. Plans were discussed for events and meetings proposed for the
coming year. We agreed that in future the AGM would take place in September, annual membership being renewed at that meeting or subsequently. Clare Grace, our show secretary, told us of plans for the 2022 Annual
Show with a new class for beer and cider making, a challenging cake recipe
and a wider selection of photography entries. Children will have a much
greater choice of the classes they can enter within their division. Having had
to cancel both the 2020 and 2021 shows we would like to make the 2022
show one to remember by encouraging as many people as possible, whether members of the club or not, to take part.
The October meeting welcomed back Sandy Thorkeldson, a chiropractor
working in Salisbury. Her spare time, long term love of gardening combined with her professional knowledge resulted in another dynamic talk full
of hints and tips on how to garden in the best way for our physical and
mental well being.
Our November meeting, entitled ‘Nature on Your Side,’ was led by two of
the committee members. David Baker commenced his presentation by emphasising the importance of knowing your soil type, composition and acidity/alkalinity. He told us about plants that grow well together and those that
don’t, and gave us hints on tackling garden pests without resorting to insecticides. For instance, a home made nettle spray is particularly good for getting rid of blackfly and other aphids, and garlic spray to keep slugs and
snails at bay. Rhubarb leaves scattered round the garden attract slugs and
snails enabling their easy collection and disposal, and grass mowings, scattered on brassicas, deter caterpillars. Clare Grace reminded us of the im-
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portance of gardening in a ‘greener’ way, emphasising the increasing necessity
to conserve water, whether that be collecting rain or using waste household water to hydrate the garden. She also entertained us with such facts as how many
aphids a ladybird devours in a day (answer, up to 50!) and that snails can sleep
for up to three years. The evening became one of gardening anecdotes and exchanges involving the audience and everyone went home with at least one interesting new piece of gardening knowledge.
The last meeting of 2021 takes place on Thursday December 2nd with a
Christmas theme, accompanied by mince pies and mulled wine. A representative of a Salisbury based Artisan Wine and Spirit Company will give a short
talk about the business and Julia Tregellas will explain a little about her Vegan
Kitchen enterprise. Both will have produce to order or buy and Julia will provide taster samples of her Christmas puddings, mince pies and truffles. Everyone is welcome to attend, non-members for a small donation to the club funds.
2022
Our club’s Social evening will take place on January 8th 2022 with a three
course, home cooked Italian themed meal and in house entertainment in the
form of a quiz and pop up poetry.
Evening speaker meetings resume in March with a talk entitled ‘All about the
Bees’. These regular meetings take place at the Glebe Hall on the first Thursday of the month at 7.30pm
Other dates for your 2022 diary are ‘Open Gardens’ on 15th May, the Annual
Show on 16th July and a gardens outing in August, the venue and date yet to
be finalised.
I would encourage you to visit our recently updated website for more information about the club, upcoming events and membership queries at
www.bvhsgardeningclub.com
We are always delighted to welcome new members to our small, friendly club
and to receive suggestions and new ideas to help stimulate interest in all aspects of gardening. If you would like to join the committee and become more
involved, do get in contact.
Clare Dunster Secretary 01980 619121
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Porton Flower Club
The club has continued with our regular meetings throughout the Summer in
Porton Memorial Hall with members enthusiastically enjoying the varied programme!
Five of our members participated in the Winchester Cathedral flower festival,
attending workshops and constructing the mechanics in the weeks leading up
to the festival, and then setting up the day before the festival was opened to the
public. Porton was allocated the decorating of the Fisherman’s Chapel, situated in the south transept, the burial place of
Isaac Walton (author of the Compleat Angler); the small chapel has a striking altar together with a beautiful stained glass window.
Our brief was to arrange a “wave“ of flowers
in autumn colours to echo the colours within the chapel. It was very different from our
usual activities and we all thoroughly enjoyed the experience, we are now looking
forward to taking part in the Salisbury Cathedral festival next year!
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 restrictions
we have reluctantly decided to cancel our
annual Christmas demonstration for this
year; it is disappointing for us but with numbers in the hall still being restricted it is not
financially viable for our small club! We
hope to be able to stage it next year.
We will meet for our December meeting on the 8th when Kelly (one of our
members and currently undergoing training as an area demonstrator) will give
us a taste of Christmas.
The AGM will take place in January and next year’s programme will then follow.
Visitors are always welcome and meetings start at 7pm, on the second
Wednesday of each month; why not come along and enjoy playing with some
flowers, chat, have a cup of coffee or tea and maybe win the raffle?
For more information please contact Penny on 01980 611815.
Sue Hibdige
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Bourne Valley Historical Society
The Society has been meeting face to face since September this year and
in addition to the meeting on the History of Cinema described below has
heard about ‘Supernatural Salisbury’ from Frogg Moody and ‘The Ownership of Stonehenge’ from Matt Pike.
Talks planned for 2022 include:


History of Salisbury Infirmary



Salisbury plaques and the buildings and people they commemorate



Architect and Antiquarian -Two nineteenth century gentlemen of
Wilton



Archaeological sites in and around the Bourne Valley by the County
Archaeologist



Wiltshire Women in the First World War



The Suffragettes by a “Mrs Catchcold” – in costume!



WW1 aerodrome at Yatesbury and the German POW camp



Southampton and its surroundings in WW1

The Society does not meet in August and December.
Visitors may attend up to two meetings for a donation, before they are
asked to join. The membership year commences in February and is currently £13. The Society, founded in 1948, has an extensive and well documented archive collection, which is available to members.
For more information, please contact the Secretary Maureen Atkinson on
01980 611311 or at maureenatkinson16@gmail.com
Notes from a lecture by Jim Slater on “the history of cinema with Wiltshire in mind” delivered on 16th September 2021 in the Glebe Hall,
Winterbourne Earls.
Albany Ward, a cinema pioneer, started his own business as a projectionist in 1898 at the age of 19, taking films to venues around the country.
His head office was in Salisbury. With the advent of WW1 he realised
that the thousands of soldiers on Salisbury Plain would need entertaining
and offered his services to the War Department. He opened The Palace
at Codford within days of war being declared. He then opened cinemas
at all local camps. These were well equipped, heated and comfortable –
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unlike soldiers’ quarters. He also ran three film theatres in Salisbury:
New Theatre in Castle Street; The Picture House in Fisherton Street;
The Palace in Endless Street.
The New Theatre closed in 1932 and Woolley & Wallis now occupy
the site. The Picture House opened in 1916 and was a conversion of a
former chapel. Albany Ward sold out to Provincial Cinematographic
Theatres, who were taken over by Gaumont British Theatres in 1929.
On 23rd December 1929 The Picture House showed the first talkie in
Salisbury, “Perfect Alibi”. It closed in 1937, became the Playhouse
Theatre in 1946, then a warehouse. Later it re-opened as the Garrison
Theatre, before being demolished. Multiyork now occupies the site.
The New Picture House in Fisherton Street opened in 1937, it became
the Odeon Cinema in 1951, closed in 1961 and is now the City Hall.
The Palace Theatre on the corner of Endless Street and Chipper Lane
opened as the County Hall in 1989 and showed films from 1910 to
1931. In 1937 it became the Palace Garage, before being demolished.
The Regal in Endless Street opened in 1936 with 1,600 seats. It was renamed the ABC Cinema in 1963 and was converted to a bingo hall in
1969.
The Gaumont Palace is today’s Odeon Cinema and opened in September 1931. It was the conversion of a Tudor Gothic building, “Ye Halle
of John Halle” built in 1470 as the home of John Halle, a wool merchant. The façade and outer foyer is still that of the original building,
which was altered by Pugin in 1834 with a Mock Tudor Façade. The
interior has retained the Tudor look, with canvas murals on the walls to
suggest tapestries. It became The Odeon in 1964 and in 1972 was tripled by creating two small screens in the rear of the stalls under the circle and one large one in the former circle. In 1993 a fourth screen was
added and in 1995 a fifth. Before it became a cinema the site was occupied by Watson & Company, purveyors of china and glass.
The Plaza at Amesbury was on the site of the current St Melor House
surgery. It opened in 1935 with 500 seats and showed first run movies
at the same time as London cinemas. It closed in 1988 and was demolished in 1993.
Maureen Atkinson
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Bourne Valley Singers
AT LAST! there is something to write
about. Not very much, but it is a hopeful sign that
things may be getting better. It seems a very long
time since I had something of any relevance to say,
and there isn't much now, but at last we have managed to start rehearsals again. We hope that there will be no more lockdowns, however we are still in the grip of the 'Govt. advisors' and they seem
to be doom-mongers and are reluctant to give up their powers!
We have been meeting at the Methodist Church, which has allowed us to
sing again, but under strict anti-Covid measures. This means lots of open
windows, doors and social distancing, and we have to disinfect everything in
sight, however it's worth it. We have had a lot of news (general chat) to catch
-up on and there were a couple of new songs to learn. We have now started
to rehearse Christmas Carols which is lovely after two years of shutdown. Unfortunately, we are not able to do our usual Christmas performances this year which is a great disappointment to us all, but we have got a
slot at St. Thomas' Christmas tree festival on December 4th in the afternoon. We hope to have a tea party in the Spring. Our Quartet has been to
Club Friday to entertain the members with some old favourites.
Most of our singers have retuned [sic] now and it was interesting to see the
differences in appearance that nearly two years has made. The exciting news
is that we have welcomed three new members Nicky, Helen and Suzannah.
There is still room for more! We meet clad in a variety of scarves, gloves,
blankets, woolly bonnets etc. in a very cold Methodist Church on Wednesday evenings at 7pm. The room may be chill, but the spirit is warm and welcoming. The church needs preparing for our rehearsals, a task willingly undertaken by Isa and Karen, and Anne spends a lot of time arranging our music. These things are willingly undertaken by the 'foot soldiers', without
whom so many things would not happen. We are all very grateful to them
for this and to all the others in the village who work so hard to make things
happen. We live in hope that we may soon get back to pre-pandemic levels
of co-operation and activity in our village.
If this interests you please contact Anne French (07960 020150) or Isa
Gauld (07976436101) for more information.
Glenys Hollingdale-Smith
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Newbourne Players
The Players have been working on a light-hearted review
to be performed early next year. We are certainly looking
forward to being back on stage and in front of an audience!
There is always a need for people to help on and off stage,
so why not give it a try and join. You never know, you might enjoy the experience. We meet on Wednesday evenings, so contact either Tracy
(07795326916) or Graham (07311333252) who would love to hear from
you and provide answers to any questions you may have.
Graham Lloyd

Winterbourne Cricket Club
What a season it has been for Winterbourne Cricket Club!
With only one defeat in a season of unseemly weather, the senior side
topped Division 5 (NW) of the Hampshire Cricket League. The title and
promotion were clinched after a nail-biting finish to the final match against
Dinton which saw them collect maximum points and hold off the challenge
of Whiteparish by a mere 0.23 of a point.
There were some outstanding individual performances along the way.
Those worth a mention: Sam Parker, 119 vs Dinton in that critical final
match; Alex Field, 141 n.o. vs South Wilts; and Richard Pearce 117 in the
same match. Throughout the season the batsmen were supported by some
consistent bowling performances by Chris Breeze, Richard Pearce and
Alex Field.
In mid-week ‘T20’ cricket, the Wednesday side acquitted itself well, finishing in mid-table in the Salisbury Wednesday Evening League and providing the opportunity for the some of the younger players to gain experience.
Junior cricket, for boys and girls, continued to flourish in the form of the
All Stars (ages 5 to 8), Dynamos (8 to 11). The Under 10 side performed
well to win their league, whilst the Under 11s and Under 13s, both finished as runners-up in their respective divisions. The development of
young cricketers forms a major element of the club’s ethos and its future
sustainability. This summer it was particularly satisfying to see some of the
‘home grown’ players graduating and enjoying the opportunity to play senior cricket. Building on this, in 2022, the club will run a 2 nd XI in the
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Hampshire League providing more opportunity for competitive cricket.
Off the pitch, the club has been seeking to enhance its facilities to support
senior and junior cricket. Then 4-lane nets have had their first use this
season and have been a great success for coaching and training. The
clubhouse has been re-clad, roofed and waterproofed, greatly enhancing
its appearance. The club is exploring options to make the clubhouse
more welcoming and ‘inclusive’ for players, members and visitors and
hopes to take advantage of an ECB initiative to support clubs in improving their facilities by applying for a grant from the Wiltshire Cricket
Board for this purpose. If successful, this work would be completed in
time for the commencement of the 2022 season.
The club offers its thanks to Richard Bruce-White for his continued support of the club and permitting cricket to be played at the Portway and to
Will Hearsey for the tremendous work he undertakes in caring for the
ground and preparing and maintaining the pitches.
2021 has been a successful year for the club, and we look forward to
building on this in 2022. As a family orientated club, new members, Junior, Senior and of all abilities, are always welcome, whether to play or to
contribute to the club’s development and supporting grass roots sport in
the village. If you want to get involved, please get in touch.
Cledwyn Davies Chairman e-mail: chairman@winterbournecc.com

Pétanque in the Winterbournes
The Winterbournes Pétanque Club has now
changed its regular gatherings to 2.00pm on
Saturday afternoons at the Winterbourne
Arms, to allow play before it gets too dark and
cold. After our first season in the Hopback
Friendly Pétanque League I am very proud to
report that we finished fifth in the League and,
in the Cup Competition lost only in the final - so congratulations to the
team, for being runners-up, and our first silverware now sits behind the
bar.
The hardy team was not put off by the appalling weather conditions at the
Green Dragon, Alderbury on Saturday 2nd October, as you can see from
the cheerful smiles in the photos (thanks to David Lawford), but were
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eventually pipped to the post by the team from the Salmon Leap (in
Totton).
If you would like to play pétanque, which is a wonderfully sociable
game, suitable for all ages and abilities, please get in touch with Peter
01980 611350 or enquire at the Winterbourne Arms 01980 619351
and join us at our regular Club sessions, now on Saturday afternoons.
Cheers…!

Club Friday
Bourne Valley Day Centre, known as Club Friday, is offering free taster
days during November. We are charity providing a weekly day centre
held on Fridays in Idmiston/Porton Village Hall for the retired. Volunteers provide transport and the club is suitable for those who are fairly
mobile and do not require personal care.
The day includes coffee and a morning entertainment, gentle exercise
or crafts, a hot lunch and the afternoon entertainment may be music,
singing or a talk. The charge is £11 per guest and we meet from 10am2.30pm.
If you or a relative or person in your community might benefit by joining us, please get in touch. Similarly, we always need more volunteers
and drivers.
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Volunteer drivers receive a mileage allowance, and we hope to build up
a rota so that this doesn’t need to be every Friday. Volunteers helping
during the day, again on a rota, enjoy a day chatting with our guests,
helping with activities and serving a prepared lunch. This could be a
few hours, a full day and/or weekly or monthly, but a fulfilling role.
For further information contact the organiser Niki Hetreed on
07789318759 or email on niki.cubbon@gmail.com
Niki Hetreed

Moviola
Moviola has restarted and again we welcome back
both old and new participants who share then joy of
watching a film together over a glass of wine, tea/
coffee or even the obligatory cinema ice cream. Why
not join us to watch the next film ‘Dream Horse” on
Thursday 25th November 2021. The inspiring true
story of Dream Alliance an unlikely racehorse bred
by the landlady of a Welsh pub. With very little money and no experience, Jan (Toni Collette) persuades her community to chip in their
hard-earned cash to raise Dream in the hopes he can compete with the
racing elites.
Moviola will continue in 2022 from January 27th, February 24th and
March 24th.
Graham Lloyd

27

Churches
Bourne Valley Methodist Church
Minister: Rev Steve Hawkes 01722 334833 revdsteve@outlook.com
Senior Steward: Joy Davey 01980 611857
Services are held each Sunday at 10am with Holy Communion monthly. Occasional services as announced. Please see the church notice
board for all details. Information on services can also be found on the
Salisbury Methodist Circuit website at
http://www.salisburymethodistcircuit.org.uk/churches/bourne-valley/
Everyone is welcome to join us.
Dear friends
It hardly seems possible that, at the time of writing, we’re looking towards the season of Advent once again. That time of expectant waiting
and preparing for the celebration of the Nativity of Christ.
Of course, it has to be said that for a good number of people, the run
up to Christmas is simply a time to battle their way through the shops,
hurriedly buying presents, with no idea of what to buy for friends or
family alike. Those gifts will, more than likely, be discarded and thoroughly unappreciated. Then it’s on to buying enough food to feed an
army and enough booze to sink a battle ship! By the time Christmas
Day arrives, these people are so exhausted, that the day passes in a total
blur.
But it is good to remember the miracle of Christmas, the real meaning
of God coming to earth as a tiny baby born in a stable in Bethlehem.
I was reading a story a little while ago, that I think is a true story, and it
goes like this. The four-year-old son of a missionary family in Africa
spotted a picture of a little pink dinosaur in a magazine and set his heart
on having one. His mum knew it was impossible (the magazine was
three years old), but her son never doubted that God would come
through for him. Ten months later, on Christmas Eve, a box from
home arrived. At first glance it seemed to contain something special for
everyone, except for a four-year-old boy.
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Then they reached the bottom and they were stunned. The lady who
sent the box had no way of knowing God would use her to answer a little boy's prayer. Before taping up the box, at the last minute, she tossed
in the one item impossible for his parents to provide - something so insignificant no rational adult would ever have been foolish enough to ask
God for...a pink plastic brontosaurus from a fast-food restaurant promotion!
So, is that a true story? Well, I think it is because it said that it was, but I
can only believe that through faith, I can’t prove it in a scientific way. In
my role as a part-time chaplain at the hospital in Salisbury, I sometimes
have conversations with those who tell me that they have absolutely no
belief that God exists at all. And my reaction is pretty much the same. I
believe, through faith that God exists, that Jesus came to this earth as a
tiny baby, born in a stable in Bethlehem, and that His love is for all
people, but I can’t prove it in a scientific way.
I truly believe that God is interested in every detail of all our lives, and
if something is important to us, it's important to God too.
So, however you engage in the celebration of Christmas and the time
leading up to it, I pray that it will be a time of joy and of wonder, and
that you have a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful 2022.
Yours in Christ
Rev Steve Hawkes

Anglican Parish News
The Rector: Rev Peter Ostli-East
01980 611350 revpeterbvt@gmail.com

The Rector writes: Since the last edition of the Village Link, in the
Summer of 2021, we have enjoyed more freedom to get out and about,
and resume some of the activities that play such an important part in
our lives, and the life of our community, although it is still appropriate
to be prudent and take precautions to control the risk of spreading infections and viruses. On 11th September, we had a very happy tea par-
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ty on the grass beside St Michael & All Angels
Church, which raised £500 for the Bells and
Clock Appeal.
Many thanks to everyone who supported that
event, particularly to Paul and Jill Morgan who
supplied the delicious refreshments.
By the
time you
read this,
we will have commemorated Remembrance Sunday in church and
at the war memorial, and will be
looking ahead to Advent, carol services and Christmas. Details of
the Christmas services we are planning can be found in this magazine
(p38), so why not make a special effort this year to come to a carol service, or Christmas Communion, with a friend or neighbour, perhaps?
You will see that we are also offering a carol service via Zoom – this was
well received last year, and enables people from far and wide to enjoy
traditional, and possibly more contemporary, carols and Bible readings,
without having to leave home. If you would like to join in this service,
or know someone who might like to, please send an email to: bournevalleyoffice@gmail.com and we will get in touch with the joining details.
Please also check our website: www.bournevalleychurches.org.uk for
information about local churches and activities, and do continue to take
care of yourselves, remembering to keep a sensitive and watchful eye
on any vulnerable neighbours, so that together we can grow as caring
communities and face the future with as much confidence and resilience as possible. Thank you, and every blessing.
The Bourne Valley Prayer Tree (so called because it has ‘branches’ i.e.
people in our parishes who respond to the request to pray, spread
throughout the valley) is available to all, if you would like someone to
pray for you, or know a family member or friend who needs prayer.
Call the coordinator, Ali Joyce on 01980 619195 or send her an email:
aliloujoyce@gmail.com with a date when you would like the prayer to
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begin, and please also let her know as and when the need for prayer
changes. Thank you.
Team Prayer:

Be with us, Lord, in all we do and say,
Visit each home with your peace and love
Turn all hearts and minds to you, our loving God, in Jesus’ name,
Amen
Update on St Michael & All Angels Bells &
Clock Restoration Appeal: Thanks to continuing generosity from members of our community, and some grant making organisations, we have now reached the point where
we can begin the process to enable the restoration work on the Clock to be carried out.
As you know, the bells are currently being restored and retuned, and
once they are rehung in the church tower, the clock mechanism can be
set to enable the hours and half hours to be rung, using the tenor bell.
We may have to be patient, as the firm that will undertake this work has
a lot of orders to fulfil, but your prayers that the whole project would be
completed in time for the bells and clock to be fully functioning for the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, would be much appreciated.
Please contact the Rector, Rev’d Peter Ostli-East on 01980 611350 or
by email at: revpeterbvt@gmail.com or speak to a Churchwarden or any
PCC member, for more information about activities at the Anglican
churches in the Bourne Valley.
You can also visit our website at: www.bournevalleychurches.org.uk and
please let us know your thoughts, ideas and comments.
If you enjoy having a regular, printed, Magazine for your local news and
information, you may be interested in subscribing to the Bourne Valley
Magazine… The BV Mag is managed, edited, printed and distributed by
people connected with the Churches in the Valley, from Cholderton to
Ford, and it carries adverts and articles about events and activities
throughout the Bourne Valley. 10 editions are produced each year, i.e.:
monthly except for July/Aug and Dec/Jan, which are ‘combined’ issues,
and the annual subscription is still only £5.00. Profits at the end of each
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year are shared between the Parish Churches, in proportion to the number of
subscribers from each Parish. Subscriptions are now invited for 2022, so if
you live in Winterbourne Gunner, Winterbourne Earls, Winterbourne
Dauntsey, Hurdcott or Ford, and would like to see a sample copy, or to subscribe, please contact Rev’d Peter Ostli-East 01980 611350 or
revpeterbvt@gmail.com. If you would be willing to help with managing BV
Mag subscriptions and deliveries here in the Winterbournes – or would like
to develop your journalistic skills in assisting the Editor, please don’t hesitate
to get in touch, thank you.
Please remember that your parish churches continue to need your financial
support, so do talk to your PCC treasurer and arrange to make increased regular donations, if you can, or a one-off donation, gift aided where possible.

For St Mary’s, please contact the PCC Treasurer, Mrs Hilary Geddie on
01980 611575.

For St Michael & All Angels, you can make a donation directly into the
Church’s main bank account, as follows: please note: the correct name of
that Account (at Lloyds Bank, Salisbury) is: PCC Winterbourne Earls,
Churchwardens Account Sort code: 30-97-41 Account number:
00670254 Please email St Michael & All Angels PCC Treasurer, Richard Scott rjwscott@gmail.com when you donate directly, so he is aware –
thank you.

For parishes which have joined it, the Parish Giving Scheme makes setting up a regular donation very easy and effective, please visit the website
to find out more: https://www.parishgiving.org.uk
Thank you in advance for your generosity, which is very much appreciated at
this time.

Remember, the churches are here for YOU, and need your presence and
support if each parish church is to flourish and remain viable.

Letter from the Rector’s wife, Mari is on page 37………...
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Winterbourne Parish Council
Amenities Consultation
We are asking for your feedback regarding the current amenities available within the village, could you please spare 10mins to complete this survey, more than one can be completed per household, all we ask is that
you indicate which category you fall into. If you are unable to make copies yourself please contact Nikki Palmer on 07813 856159.
How To Return:
To return this form you can delivery it by hand or scan and email to the
following places:
4 The Cottages, Main Road, Winterbourne Gunner
or
Grange Cottage, Gaters Lane, Winterbourne Dauntsey
or
Npalmer-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk
If you are unable to deliver or use email please contact Nikki Palmer on
07813 856159 to make alternate arrangements.
Please indicate your age by circling the appropriate age bracket:
<5

5-11

12-18

19-24 25-39

40-64 65-79

80>

The following question concerns the QEII field and the playground
therein. This field is the only land owned by the Parish Council where we
have full freedom over its use. It is therefor the logical place for recreation facilities, but it is also part of our “green space”. If you have opinions
on how these two uses of the field should be balanced please reflect these
in your responses.
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QEII Field & Playground
Do you use this facility?

Yes

No

We are considering the following additions to the playground. Please
tick as appropriate:
Important

Not
Important

Basketball hoop with rebound wall
Zip wire/ Aerial runway
Multi arm, 5 seat rotating swing
Benches/picnic tables
Which of the above equipment would be your priority?
……………………..

Skate Ramp
We are considering the construction of a skate ramp, this is very dependent on a suitable location being found, community support and
funding.
Yes
Are you in support of this proposal?
If a suitable local location can be found would
you use this facility?
Do you currently use the skate parks at Old Sarum, Amesbury and Salisbury (and further
afield)?
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No

Exercise Equipment
Yes

No

If we found a suitable location would
you use outside exercise equipment?
Do you currently travel to other locations to use outside exercise equipment?

Priority
What is your priority? Please indicate 1st, 2nd or 3rd place in priority column or tick not a priority.
Priority
Playground equipment
Skate Ramp
Exercise Equipment
Other? Please specify
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Not a Priority

Current Local Activities & Clubs
Are you aware of/use the following local activities and clubs:
Not Aware
Bourne Valley Historical Society
Bourne Valley Horticultural Society
Bourne Valley Singers
Winterbourne Cricket Club
Pétanque in the Winterbournes
Club Friday
Bourne Valley Link Scheme
Moviola
Bourne Café
Newbourne Players
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts
Rainbows & Brownies
Pilates
Yoga
Sew, Knit & Natter
Porton Badminton Club
Porton Flower Arrangers
Porton FC
Porton Baby & Toddler Group
If something has been missed, please add it here.

Thank You
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Aware

Use

Letter from the Rector’s wife, Mari
A few days ago I suddenly thought that life at the moment is like living in a science fiction novel. The COP26 summit in Glasgow, with all the news coverage
about global warming and the consequences for the whole world, is unavoidable. Even the most sceptical must give it some thought. The world changed
radically for many people, and society in general, with the Industrial Revolution and things have continued to change with increasing frequency since then
in a way that was unheard of for previous generations. Many things improved
for many people, but it appears now that that ‘improvement’ may only have
been a short term gain. How many babies have we thrown out with the bath
water? New isn’t always better, is it? What are the things that you remember
with pleasure that are now unfashionable, or hard to come by?
The Bible tells us that there is nothing new under the sun, and that seems hard
to believe in these days of rapid technological advances and improvements.
What we need most now are new and improved ways of keeping ourselves
warm and watered and fed. What we are focused on is the potential lack of turkeys in the shops for Christmas, and the fact that huge ships coming from China filled with cheap Christmas decorations and children’s toys may be delayed.
What message are we giving our children when we teach them that they only
have to ask for something and it will be supplied?
Things in our world look very different than they did in biblical times, but the
reason that nothing under the sun is new is because the root cause of much of
our suffering comes from human behaviour, which seems to remain fixed no
matter what progress is made in scientific terms. Only the sources of power,
and the numbers of ‘haves’ and ‘have nots’ alter.
Mercifully, the vast majority of human beings have good hearts and behave in
reasonable ways, but there are still many desiring power and control in all strata
of human existence and, with that comes greed, anger, selfishness and self interest above the common good. There is nothing new in this behaviour. The
Bible was designed to teach us how to overcome those things which will harm
and limit us most in our lives, and to offer us forgiveness through the life and
death of Jesus when we fail to behave in ways that are best both for ourselves
and others.
This feels uncomfortably like a lecture to me, but it is just a fact. If we turn on
a tap, we expect hot or cold water to flow. If we build a fire, we expect warmth.
If we behave in loving and forgiving ways, love and forgiveness comes to us –
and we are all in need of those things.
Bless you
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Bourne Valley Services from 5 December 2021 to 16 January
2022

38

Useful Telephone Numbers
Allotments
Roy Judd
611751
Amenities
Maureen Atkinson
611311
Anglican Churches
Rev Peter Ostli-East
611350
Beavers
Shirley Moores
611614
Kindred Winterbourne Earls Day Nursery
611766
BV Singers
Anne French
610062
nd
Brownies (2 Winterbourne) Heather Shepherd
611376
st
Brownies (1 Winterbourne) Sarah Laver
610743
BV Link Scheme Co-ordinator
611117
Craft & Chat
Janet Singleton
612040
Cubs
Shirley Moores
611614
Club Friday
Niki Hetreed
07307789677
Glebe Hall Bookings
www.glebehall.org.uk
07840887842
Historical Society
Maureen Atkinson
611311
Horticultural Society
Pam Taylor
619204
Methodist Church
Rev Steve Hawkes
01722 334833
Methodist Hall Bookings
Maureen Homer
611172
Moviola
Graham Lloyd
07311333252
Newbourne Players
Tracy Cooke
07795326916
Pilates
Angie Sutton
07876160706
Porton Baby & Toddlers
Vicky Armstrong
07809459369
Porton Badminton Club
Jan Fower
610063
Porton Flower Arrangers
Penny Fleet
611815
Rainbows
Emma Marsh
07787313555
Scouts
Shirley Moores
611614
Sew, Knit & Natter
Joanne Sankey
07580978195
Village Link Editor
Liz Penn
610979
Website
http://www.winterbourneparishcouncil.com
Wiltshire Police (non-emergency)
101
Winterbourne Earls School
611356
Yoga
Lisa Mullineaux
07528805984
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Events
Moviola
Thursdays 25th November, 27th January, 24th February, 24th March at
the Glebe Hall starting at 7.30pm
Organiser: Graham Lloyd

Magic of Christmas
Christmas celebrations through the ages Saturday 27th and Sunday
28th November 10.30am to 4.30pm
All Saints Church Idmiston

Christmas Bazaar
will be held at The Glebe Hall, Winterbourne Earls on Saturday
27th November, 2021 from 10.30 to 12.00pm at the Glebe Hall
Organiser: Bourne Valley Link Scheme

Riverside Singers Concert
Friday 3rd December 7.30pm at St Michael & All Angels Church
Tickets (£12) from Roger Morgan (01980 611474 rjmorgan936@gmail.com) or Peter Ostli-East (01980 611350
revpeterbvt@gmail.com)

Bourne Valley Link Scheme New Year Party
Glebe Hall, Winterbourne Earls on Saturday 29th January, 2022 at
2.30pm. Doors open from 2.00pm. Tickets £5.
Organiser: Bourne Valley Link Scheme
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Porton Baby & Toddler Group
Idmiston Parish Memorial Hall
Alternate Mondays from 10 till 11:30, we charge £2 per family
(to cover hall hire costs). Next session 6th September 2021
A friendly and welcoming group designed to make everyone
who comes feel comfortable and happy!
Toy stations, colouring or craft activities, snack time and we finish with music and songs. We also have an area that is designed
for small babies. We also provide tea, coffee and cakes for the
adults attending.
Contact Vicky on 0789459369

B URNE CAFÉ
Bourne Valley Methodist Church, SP4 6EW

Enjoy Fair Trade Ground Coffee, Tea &
Scrummy Cakes
Occasional Specials - watch our notice board for details

Meet friends and enjoy a chat
2nd Saturday every month from
10.00 'til 1200.
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August

October

September
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Countryside Matters
Winding paths……...
I have written before about our substantial network of footpaths and other rights
of way which are extensively used for access to the countryside, for exercise, dog
walking and just for getting from A to B. The responsibility for maintaining
these paths depends on what needs doing. Landowners have a statutory responsibility to ensure access, which means that they will usually be responsible for
clearing obstructions such as fallen trees, and for the installation and maintenance of gates or stiles. The local highways authority (i.e. Wiltshire Council) is
responsible for maintaining the surface of paths, which in practice relates to
clearance of vegetation and structures such as footbridges and boardwalks. A
parish council does not in general have statutory responsibilities (except as a
landowner), but has powers and rights which allow us to intervene, enforce and
to undertake maintenance. In practice Winterbourne Parish Council arranges
for cutting of grass and ground vegetation, and will organise other work including
on community days. We also liaise closely with landowners and Wiltshire Council when work needs doing that goes beyond our powers or resources.
There are many other organisations that have an interest in footpaths one of
which is the Ramblers Association. We have recently benefitted from the work
of the South Wiltshire Ramblers who, with Wiltshire Council, have undertaken
substantial repair work on the footpaths that connect the Winterbournes with
Salisbury via Ford. Known as the “Heavy Gang”, a team from SWilts Ramblers
meet monthly and spends the day repairing or building on the footpaths, with materials and guidance from Wilts Council.
Over the past three months from August
to October, the Heavy Gang have first
built a new boardwalk on footpath
WINT9 which connects Tanners Lane
with Hurdcott
through the narrow
wood alongside the
river.
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In September we returned, this time to Ford to replace an old collapsed
boardwalk along LAFO12, and then again in October to repair and reinforce footbridge abutments over the River Bourne near Green Lane.

If you see a problem with any
of our right-of-way footpaths
within the parish do let the Parish Council know. This should preferably
be by email, with precise location (OS grid reference or what3words), description of the problem, and a photograph.

…...and windy paths
Few if any residents of the
Winterbournes will be unaware of the short but severe
wind storm we had on Sunday morning at the end of
October. In not much more
than half an hour it swept
through, bring down trees
and spreading debris every
where. We have lost several fine trees, including a
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large oak in Gaters Lane that is (was) subject to a very recent tree
preservation order (TPO), and many households were left without power or telephones for some time.
The loss of a great many large native trees has changed our landscape
and skylines over the past few decades.
The Parish Council, as part of building a
new “register of community assets”, is
trying to catalogue the significant trees
still standing across the parish. In part
to understand our own responsibilities
(and financial liabilities), but also so that
we can take steps to preserve those of
particular importance. As part of this
research we have come across some old
TPOs, including one from 50 years ago
for a line of elms trees alongside Kingsbourne Close (footpath WINT1). Sadly
hedgerows of mature elm are now a distant memory, and the storm just passed
serves as a reminder that nature is a
force we cannot control (as King Canute
is reported to have learnt long ago!).

Charles Penn
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Young Winterbourne
Bourne Valley Explorer Scout, Scout, Cubs and
Beaver Groups
All sections are now meeting face to face and whilst we have
tried to be outside as much as was practical, the light faded
fast so meetings are more and more being held indoors. The
leaders are getting used to the new routine of cleaning before and after meetings
and hand sanitising to minimise the risk of the transmission of COVID-19 and
keep everyone as safe as possible.
Good News – Scout Post is back for 2021. So, if you send Christmas cards
around the Salisbury area stamps can be purchased at 30p, less than half of the
Royal Mail charge, and there are local outlets all around the Bourne Valley. See
separate advert (p54) in this magazine for details or contact me, details at the bottom of this report.
This term the Beavers have sent two of the colony up to Cub Scouts and welcomed four new recruits who are busy, as all Beavers are, learning “all about
Beavers and Beaver Scouting”. Redwood has already been away across the pond
once with his work this term. With Cedar working late as well, to enable the colony meetings to keep going we have started a parent rota, which is working really
well. Before the new Beavers joined the colony, the “old” Beavers were working
towards their teamwork challenge badge and learning all things Scottish as part of
their my world challenge. Since our new Beavers Arthur, Jake, Jacob, and Jude
started they have been learning ‘all things Beaver Scouting’ and have been
helped by the rest of the colony. These new Beavers have now made their Beaver Scout promise and been welcomed as full members of the colony and family
of scouting. In the next few weeks the Beavers will be working towards the communicators badge and of course during December Christmas activities and a party will feature heavily!
The Cubs welcomed the two Beavers moving up from our colony plus two transfers from other groups. These new Cub Scouts have settled in well and the rest
of the pack have been helping them to learn everything they need to know before they could make their Cub Scout promise and be invested. This happened
recently at Old Sarum by torchlight. The Cubs had a walk around the outer circle, had a wide game and enjoyed hot chocolate and biscuits before the ceremony. For the rest of the term the cubs have been working towards the naturalist
badge, doing hedge surveys, making a bird feeder, and learning to identify trees
by their leaves and different mini-beasts. Since the beginning of the pandemic
outside District activities have been put on hold. This was rectified in October
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when the pack joined other groups around the District for an adventure day
in Winterslow. During the day the Cubs were able to experience lots of adventurous activities, a mobile climbing wall, archery, caving in a cave bus, assault course, pioneering, cooking sausages and marshmallows over an open
fire and fun time on a bouncy castle. This
enabled 22 of our Cubs to gain their adventure challenge award. The half term
ended with some Halloween activities;
making
slime,
making masks,
icing scary biscuits and going
on a bat hunt.
They have also
celebrated Bonfire Night making rockets with balloons and straws and building fire to cook marshmallows and make s’mores, a very definite favourite
with all scouts everywhere. After half term and in the run up to Christmas all
things astronomy are the order of the day, we are hoping to have some clear
Tuesday evenings, so keep your fingers crossed for us. The term will end with
a Christmas party.
Figsbury Troop have spent lots of time outdoors making full use of the daylight whilst it was there, sadly now it is dark by the time they meet. However,
Scouts enjoy being outside playing games so as long as the weather is set fair
the outdoors plays a part of troop meetings. They have welcomed some new
recruits to the troop, two from the Cub Pack and others from outside scouting. One evening the Scouts were busy at troop meetings honing their teamwork skills, using baked bean tins. The first activity also used elastic bands
and pieces of string. The idea being to use the materials provided to build a
tower without touching the cans. Any ideas? The second tin can game involved passing tin can around a circle of Scouts using just their feet. It appears
that the younger members of the troop were more proficient at these challenges than the older ones. They have also been learning some first aid and
writing and reciting them poems about their experience of COVID-19. At
half term the troop sadly had to say goodbye to three of their eldest Scouts
who had got too old to be Scouts. On the Tuesday before Armistice Day the
Scouts made a poppy wreath which they laid at the War Memorial at St Michael & All Angels Church on Remembrance Sunday.
Idmiston Troop – Report from Ian Jack - Although the troop has been meeting as regularly as possible throughout the pandemic - online and face to face 48

thanks to COVID-19, it had been 2 years since we camped together - sleeping
in a tent in your garden and joining a Zoom meeting just don't count. But we
finally managed it. In early October, 12 intrepid Scouts pitched lightweight
tents and set off into the countryside for what the leaders termed as a
"midnight hike". And indeed it was. The 12 mile route took the Scouts just
over 5 hours to complete, finally depositing them around a campfire at about
1am to enjoy hot chocolate and s'mores (toasted marshmallows sandwiched
between chocolate digestives) and swap stories of sore feet and blisters. At 3
o'clock as I gave the tents a final check before turning in myself, there was still
a lot of chatter and giggling from within.
Recently half the troop took part in the District Grose Trophy competition,
which this year was held in the New Forest. This is an incident hike over a
whole day where teams hike around a course visiting bases where they are
challenged to complete a task in a set time. They are given a score at each
base which includes teamwork, behaviour and completion of the task. The
troop entered two teams and came 2nd and 3rd.
I can't say that we are back to scouting as normal, but scouting in the Bourne
Valley is still thriving. We've recently done some target shooting and had an
evening playing conkers to World Championship rules. In the coming weeks
we will be enjoying our annual Halloween party, spending a day hiking in the
New Forest, undertaking some star gazing and some of our number will be attending a selection weekend, hoping to be chosen as part of the Wiltshire contingent to the next World Scout Jamboree in South Korea.
We have spaces in the troop for boys and girls; come along and see what it's
all about. You may just catch the scouting bug!
The Bourne Valley Scout Group wish all our readers a very MERRY
CHRISTMAS and a very HAPPY NEW YEAR
Shirley Moores Group Scout Leader 01980 611614
shirleyamoores1953@gmail.com
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1st Winterbourne Rainbows
We have started the term by welcoming six new Rainbows to the unit.
At the start of the term we were lucky enough to have a visit to the Riverbourne Community Farm in Laverstock. We went on a tractor ride around
the farm. The girls also got to walk around the farm and see all the different
animals and had the opportunity to feed the animals as well. A big favourite
was to see the baby piglets which were only a few days old and of course trying
to catch a chicken!!
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This term we have also been working towards our feel good skill builder
badge and the ‘be well theme award’. This has allowed us to focus on ourselves and keeping healthy minds as well as healthy bodies!
The girls have enjoyed making fruit kebabs. Following the healthy eat well
plan they made their own eat well plates and made some other fruity crafts.
We had a visit from a yoga instructor and practised mindfulness breathing
techniques with some peaceful music.
In the next few weeks we will also be looking at personal safety and having a
visit from our Community Support Police Officer. We will be looking at
staying safe and in particular road safety and stranger danger.
We have also enjoyed looking at different festivals this term and have completed activities for Halloween, Bonfire Night, Diwali and Remembrance
Day.
As we go into December we will be focusing on Christmas celebrations and
we will also be attending a Guiding only viewing of the new Disney film
‘Enchanto’ as an extra treat! It promises to be a lot of fun!
Emma Marsh (AKA Lavender)

1st Winterbourne Brownies
We started this term by spending a day at Foxlease, a
Girlguiding activity centre in the New Forest. Brownies spent a fabulous day in the sun climbing, kayaking
and tunnelling and got rather wet. Our highest tower was 24 crates high
and the Brownies all challenged themselves with all of the activities.
For the rest of the half term, the Brownies have completed activities to gain
their first aid level 2 skills builder badge. They are now confidently able to
call for help, assess a casualty and put them in the recovery position. We
also spent an evening bandaging although most will say that the highlight
was creating the fake wounds before the bandaging.
After half term we were invited to spend the evening with 1st Winterbourne
Guides for a campfire. We had a lovely evening singing our favourite songs
and learning some new ones.
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We are looking forward to going on our first sleepover in almost 2 years next weekend and
will be spending the rest of this
term completing winter activities from different countries
and finishing with a party at the
end of term.
If you would like to put your
daughter on the waiting list for
Brownies, please contact Sarah
(Brown Owl) on 01980
610743, winterbournebrownies@outlook.com.
If your daughter isn’t already a member of Girlguiding, please register via
the website:
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-yourdaughter/

Sarah (Brown Owl) 01980 610743
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2nd Winterbourne Brownies
It has been good to have all the Brownies each week since starting
back in September; it gives a feeling that things are getting back to
some sort of normality. This term we are working towards the skills
builder reflect stage 2 badge. This involves a variety of activities including: designing their very own flag; creating a picture of a celebration;
and handling different textured materials
such as sand and “gloop” (cornflour mixed
with water).
We enjoyed a Pilates evening run by Eleanor’s Mum who kindly adapted a session especially for our Brownies. She also organised
some activities relating to Germany, the
country where Pilates originated. We made
Schultuetes - the
“school cone” is a
200 year old traditional craft in Germany, filled with treats and
school supplies it is given to children when
they start school. Learning about Germany
has encouraged the Brownies to work for the
languages badge.
We have played lots of games, talked about
“lending a hand” especially at home. Each
Brownie has planted a hyacinth bulb in a pot
and designed a label to decorate around the pot. Over the next few
weeks we are planning to do some Christmas themed crafts and activities.
If you would like to put your daughter on the waiting list please contact
Snowy Owl on 01980 611376. You will also need to go to “get involved” at www.girlguiding.org.uk to register your interest.
Heather Shepherd (Snowy Owl) 01980 611376
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Bourne Valley Scout Group

This very popular service will be available this
year for delivery all over the Salisbury area
Stamps only 30p each

Stamps and Posting Boxes will be available
from the middle of November, in a number of
different locations all over the Bourne Valley.
Look out for the posters advertising stamp outlets and the special post boxes in your local
area
Last day of Posting Wednesday 8th December
2021
Details of areas where cards can be delivered can be found at all stamp outlets and all
post boxes. Please only send cards to the designated areas and only post cards with

scout stamps on in the SCOUT POST BOXES and NOT in the Royal Mail.
SORRY but Cards for areas not covered by our deliverers cannot be delivered at all.
If you want further details of outlets or have any difficulty purchasing
stamps or posting cards please contact:-

John or Shirley Moores Tel No 01980 611614
All post will be delivered by Christmas Eve
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Winterbourne Earls Church of England
School
Our school value this half term has been Inspiration. In our worship we have been looking at inspirational people- sportsmen and women, musicians,
adventurers, people who have overcome adversity
or disability and those who, amid their success, have
recognised the importance of their mental health. We trust the children have gained inspiration and have learnt that success often follows
after lots of mistakes and the importance of perseverance in achieving
goals.
Harvest Collection—The Trussell Trust
The children have been very busy collecting items for the Trussell
Trust Harvest Appeal. We have been overwhelmed by the generous
contributions and were delighted to welcome The Trussell Trust into
school to pick-up the donations. A big Thank You to everyone for
support of this worthwhile project.
Oak Class (Reception) All the children in Oak Class have settled in
extremely well and are beginning to get to grips with school life. They
have been learning all about safari animals and have created a ‘Safari
Lodge’ to play in; they’ve also made African animals and binoculars to
spot them through! The children have had music lessons and begun
learning letters and sounds and counting up to 10 through a variety of
songs and games. The class took a lovely walk around the school
grounds to discover their surroundings and very much enjoyed visiting
St Michael’s Church in the village with their Yr6 buddies for the Harvest celebrations.
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Cherry Class (Yr1) learnt songs and actions with Mrs Carter in preparation for the Harvest Festival at St Michael’s Church, which was very successful. They have also been practising pirate songs and shanties.
Along with Yr2, Cherry Class has been learning about pirates and life at
sea and on board a ship. Children have learnt about famous pirates and
set up a pirate role play area outside encouraging speaking and listening
skills. Both classes went on a trip to visit HMS Victory in Portsmouth to
see for themselves what living on ship was like.

Silver Birch Class (Yr2) Silver Birch class has also been learning about
pirates. They have made ‘Wanted’ Posters and have been discovering all
about life at sea. To help illustrate what they have learned, both Yr1 and
Yr2 went on a visit to HMS Victory. It was a gloriously sunny day and
the children had great fun exploring the ship; learning about ships food,
where the sailors slept, how things worked, wearing sailors’ outfits as well
as trying out things like tying knots and discovering the ‘Gun Decks’. A
great day was had by all—children, staff and helpers!

Rowan Class (Yr3) The school was invaded by Vikings before half-term
when Yr3 joined with Yr4 for their Viking Day. Everyone looked amazing as they came into school in an array of costumes including horned
hats, fur cloaks, shields and battle-axes. They were greeted by staff mem-
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bers suitably attired and had a visiting Viking, Jarl who put them
through their paces teaching them war shouts, dances and sword-play
and telling them about the Vikings’ way of life. The children played
Viking games and were able to try on traditional equipment.

Beech Class (Yr4) has been very busy; not only have they been involved in the Viking Day with Yr3 but they have been working with a
visiting music teacher from The Cathedral School. They have had
great fun learning lots of songs in preparation for a show taking place
in Salisbury Cathedral in the New Year. The current class book, How
to Train your Dragon, has caused much excitement; the children particularly enjoyed making warning signs for the Sea Monster that is
talked about in chapter 6.
Willow Class (Yr5) have been studying the Ancient Greek empire, exploring the origins of democracy and how it compares to democracy in
the modern day. They are currently researching what life was like in
the two biggest Polis’ (city states) in preparation for a class debate.
They have also been busy in science making periscopes and learning
about ‘forces’; they ‘discovered’ gravity during their helicopter investigations! They are very much looking forward to their visit to the Win-
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chester Science Centre in December to put all they have learned into
practice.
Sycamore Class (Yr6) thoroughly enjoyed a memorable week of fun and
adventure at Braeside Education Centre. They walked, climbed, made
their way over low ropes, tackled orienteering, paddled canoes on the canal and survived ’Survival Day’. They completed a number of problemsolving exercises and challenges including sourcing and preparing their
own food and building tall towers for DT. All the children were amazing;
they all joined in and there were lots and lots of smiles!

We have been delighted to re-establish a number of clubs for the Autumn term partnering with Astrella Primary Stars. Currently, Astrella are
running a football club and a dance club for KS2 pupils. Children were
able to sample Yoga with Hayley Barnes. These clubs have proved to be
very popular and we hope to expand the number of clubs on offer in the
Spring term.
Football Tournament A number of Yr5 & Yr6 children visited Pembroke
Park School to take part in an inter-schools Football Tournament. The
sun shone brightly and a great day was had by all taking part.
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Friends of Winterbourne Earls School (FoWES) make an invaluable contribution to the life of the school not just with fundraising, but also by promoting
the school as part of the wider community and reinforcing strong relationships
between school and parents. The FoWES committee includes representatives
of both parents and staff, and also local residents. Are you interested in being
part of the FoWES team? If so, please contact
fowes@winterbourneearls.wilts.sch.uk for more details. FoWES are always
happy for ideas, support and an extra pair of hands!
Pre-loved Christmas Jumper Sale
26th November 2021 from 3.05pm in the Playground - £2.50
If you’d like to donate any out-grown Christmas Jumpers or Nativity
Costumes to FoWES for the sale, please contact
fowes@winterbourneearls.wilts.sch.uk – deadline 12th November

School Places
Do you know of anyone with children due to start school in September 2022?
The deadline for applications for Primary Reception is Saturday, 15th January
2022.
We would love to offer prospective parents a tour of the school and a chance
to meet with the staff and children. Our school is a happy place to be where
children enjoy learning and succeed in many areas. Please visit our website to
view the latest prospectus, our results and our class pages, which give a flavour
of what is happening around school: www.winterbourneearls.org. We also
have a few places available in other year groups. Please contact the office
(01980 611356); we would be delighted to make arrangements to see you.
Governors
We have an enthusiastic, active but small governing body working hard to support our school’s onward journey. We are looking to recruit members of the
local community onto the Governing Body, especially as 2022 will be the 150th
birthday of Winterbourne Earls School. If you would like to see our school
continue to thrive and flourish well into the future by offering business expertise, financial advice and a commitment to the very best opportunities for our
pupils, then please contact the office.
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Painting and Decorating Services
Residential and Commercial
Internal and External
Professionalism and quality assured, with over 15 years of experience
For enquiries or no obligation quote, please call Conrad on 079000 58325
Email: conrad@ccbpropertymaintenance.co.uk.
.
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Village Diary
(Events take place in The Glebe Hall except where indicated)
Monday
Pilates: 10.00-11.00am
Porton Baby & Toddler Group: 10.00-11.30am (alternate Mondays from
6 Sept, Idmiston Parish Memorial Hall)
Rainbows: 4.30 - 5.30pm (term time only)
Brownies: 6.00 – 7.30pm (term time only)
Tuesday
Cubs & Scouts (Figsbury Troop): 6.30pm –9.00pm (term time only)
Wednesday
Bourne Valley Singers: 7.00pm Methodist Church Hall
Yoga: 6.15 – 7.15pm
Newbourne Players: 7:30pm
Parish Council: 7.30pm (3rd in month –Ron Burton Room)
Thursday
B.V. Horticultural Society: 7.30pm (1st in month)
B.V. Historical Society: 7.30pm (3rd in month)
Moviola: (4th in month)
Brownies: 6pm – 7.30pm (term time only) Methodist Church Hall
Friday
Pilates: 10.00-11.00am
Club Friday: 10am – 3pm Idmiston Parish Memorial Hall
Craft & Chat: 7pm-9pm (1st & 3rd in month) Methodist Church Hall
Saturday
Bourne Café 10.00am-12.00
Church Hall (2nd in month)

Methodist

Information available at the time of printing.
Please check with organisers or relevant websites for any changes, or for information on activities not yet shown here.
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