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Winterbourne Parish Council
Councillor Dr Charles Penn (Chairman)
Councillor Maureen Atkinson (Vice-Chairperson)

Councillor Dr Peter Biggins
Councillor Charlie Bruce-White
Councillor Adrian Burrows
Councillor Rose Blenkinsopp
Councillor Roy Judd
Councillor Michael Young

Unitary Councillor Mike Hewitt

Any Parish related inquiries should be made in writing to the Parish
Clerk in the first instance which will then be brought to the attention of
the Parish Council.
Melanie Thomas, Parish Clerk, Windrush, Kings Paddock,
Winterslow, SP5 1RZ.
Telephone: 01980 863802
Email:
clerk-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk
Web site: http://www.winterbourneparishcouncil.com/
The Parish Council meetings are usually held on the third Wednesday
of the month (with the exception of August) - check website for confirmation and the agenda which is available from the Friday before the
meeting - all residents are welcome to attend, officially as observers, but
it would be helpful to know in advance if you have any particular issue
you wish to raise.
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Village Link
A magazine produced by the Parish Council three times annually
providing news, information and items of interest for the Winterbournes.

Delivery helpers
Heather and George Shepherd, Sue Davis, Jenny Lloyd, Nikki Palmer,
Sue & Don McIntyre, Maureen Homer, Charles Penn, Ian BerryBowers, Pam Newton, Ann Howell, Trevor Lewis, Margaret & Simon
Ward, Neil Grace, Carol Biggins, Rosemary Bolwell, Maureen Atkinson
Deadlines for receipt of items for publication by the editor are:
25th July 2020
14tth November 2020

Items that miss the deadline date are unlikely to be included.
Whilst it would be preferable for items to be emailed, this is in no way
compulsory and handwritten articles are also welcome.
Email: winterbournevillagelink@gmail.com

From the editor:
As we go to print THE coronavirus (Covid-19) has taken over our lives,
minds and conversations – in this household maybe more than most
since we are both public health scientists. It would not be sensible for us
to offer or repeat any advice, or document any plans in this magazine. By the time you get this anything we might have included is likely
to be out of date at best, misleading or wrong at worst.
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For the latest advice please go first to
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-ukgovernment-response.
This covers your health, travel, other advice and latest news on the
coronavirus.
The one thing that we can say is that things are changing daily if not
hourly. For the Village Link, this means that any events, activities, meetings listed may change or be cancelled at short notice. Please check
with the event/activity organisers, or check noticeboards and posters for
new information or updates.
With best wishes and good luck to all over the next few weeks. Editor.
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Contact Numbers for Wiltshire Council (South)
Main number

0300 456 0100

Mincom for hard of hearing

01225 712500

Automated payments (24 hours)

0300 456 0119

Blue badges

01225 713002

Bus passes (Over 60s and disabled)

01225 713004

Council tax benefit and housing benefit

01722 434483

Council tax enquiries

01722 434222

Children’s Services

01722 438165

General enquiries

01722 336272

Homes 4 Wiltshire

01380 734734

Household waste collections

01722 434319/434320

Housing general enquiries

01722 434280

Leisure centres:
Amesbury Leisure Centre

01980 622173

Durrington Leisure Centre

01980 594594

Salisbury Five Rivers Leisure Centre

01722 339966

Tisbury Leisure Centre

01747 871141

Libraries

01225 713000

Parking

01722 434326

Planning

01722 434541

Pest Control

01722 434319/434320

Recycling/black boxes – Hills Waste

0845 6032085

Registration – Births, Deaths, Marriages

01225 713007

Roads and pavements

0300 456 0105

School admissions

01225 713010

School special educational needs

01225 718095

School transport

01225 713004

Social care – adults

0300 456 0111

Social care – children

01225 773500

Website

www.wiltshire.gov.uk
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Parish Council
Chairman’s report
Information is power…………………….or is it?
As we enter the third decade of the 21st century, access to and sharing of
information has never been easier. You can find just about anything (be
it true or false) on the internet in seconds, and anything that comes our
way, by any media, can be broadcast instantly to the whole world. We
used to say “information is power” but it seems now to be more of a
burden, or perhaps a responsibility. As a parish councillor, my mail box
for 2019 contains some 3,000 emails. Much of this is information we
are expected to read, digest, act on or respond to. Some is information
that the originators expect us to disseminate across the community –
something which we do not have the means or resources to do. The
latter includes information from Wiltshire Council on changes to services, road closures, public consultations, planning applications in our
parish, and important information from others such as (recently) flood
alerts and warnings, or local events and activities of interest. We also
have much information of our own as a parish council, and from within
the community, to share.
So what are we doing with all this information? With our current systems we cannot easily share relevant information in a timely manner.
Our village magazine (the Village Link) is produced only three times a
year by one person (the Editor), posting or delivering information to all
households is time consuming and expensive, and we don’t have email
lists - even if you do want more emails! However we have a plan……..
First, and triggered by the closure of our Post Office and Stores, we will
be installing new noticeboards around the parish so that news and information can be made available to everyone. To help with this we have
successfully applied to Wiltshire Council for a grant that will cover half
of the cost, and this will allow us to buy and install six new noticeboards. Two of these will be Parish Council boards – a replacement
for the current board that is still (but only just) in one piece by the bus
stop in Winterbourne Dauntsey, and a second to go outside the Glebe
Hall. More important though will be the four “community” boards,
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one in each of the four bus shelters along the A338 at Hurdcott Lane,
Summerlug, Gaters Lane and Policeman’s Corner. These community
boards will be open for all to use, so that clubs, societies and others can
publicize their programmes and events, but it will be up to all of us to
make best use of these. We hope to get these boards in place within the
coming weeks.
Second, we have a longer term plan to redevelop our parish website.
Our aim is to establish a single website for The Winterbournes that will
act as a primary “entry portal” for all information relevant to the community, and meet statutory requirements for the Parish Council. This
will be under the url www.thewinterbournes.org.uk. Where organisations and societies have their own websites we would link to these,
where they do not then we would be able to “host” information for
them.
During the course of the next year we would like to get the first phase of
website development done, so that we launch a new website which will
be of use and interest to all. Once this is in place we hope to introduce
additional functions so that it will be possible to sign up for news bulletins and alerts, and to publish to the website so that societies and others
can disseminate their own reports, news and events. With time the website should become our main medium for communication (reducing
the need for the Village Link in its current form) but we do
acknowledge the need to continue to provide information in printed
form.
This is ambitious, and as a parish council we have limited resources
(and for website design and development limited expertise!) so if you
have views on this, or would like to get involved and help, please do get
in touch. We would love to hear from you – email me on winterbournepcchair@gmail.com (temporary address for this topic only), contact the Parish Clerk or speak with any councillor.
Finally, we will in May hope to hold our Annual Parish Meeting. This is
your meeting as residents in the parish, not a parish council meeting, so
please do let us know of any topic(s) you would like discussed. We are
required by law to publish the details of the meeting and agenda at least
one week in advance, so please look out for this (on the new notice-
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boards), and also get in touch soon if you have proposals for the agenda.
Charles Penn, Chairman, Winterbourne Parish Council
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And because it is timely – a public consultation on Green Infrastructure
and Open Spaces…….

Wiltshire Council has sent us information on a public consultation (via
a household survey) that they are conducting in Green Infrastructure
and Open Spaces. Unfortunately they have been unable to publicise
this on their own website, so we have made the information available at
http://www.winterbourneparishcouncil.com/planning/winterbourneparish-council-infrastructure-strategy.php. The survey form can be
downloaded from this webpage, and should be returned to SpatialPlanning.Policy@wiltshire.gov.uk. For further information or forms please
contact the Spatial Planning group at Wiltshire Council on 01225
713223 or by email.
Update on the Winterbourne Parish Council Incident Response Plan

Winterbourne Parish Council (WPC) has in place an Incident Response Plan (IRP) in response to civil emergencies occurring in the Parish, every year the plan is updated, and the current version can be on
the WPC website:

http://www.winterbourneparishcouncil.com/

However, a phrase that we are starting to hear more frequently is
‘Community resilience’, so what does that mean? If you google the
phrase on the world wide web a typical definition you may find is:
‘the sustained ability of a community to use available resources (energy,
communication, transportation, food, etc.) to respond to, withstand,
and recover from adverse situations.’ There is information available on
community resilience on the Wiltshire Council website at
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http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/are_you_ready_brochure.pdf and also at
https://wiltshireandswindonprepared.org.uk/community-resilience
The WPC has decided to update the IRP and to add a Community
Resilience Plan (CRP) along with the Parish’s Flood Plan as it is important for the Parish to think about how we as a community may be
able to assist the emergency services and other responders in a time of
need. The Community Resilience plan will provide a contact list for key
people within the community, and details on how the plan would be implemented and how the community can respond should an emergency
arise. Local knowledge is very important to the organisations who will
be responding to the situation, for example, information about where
floods occur most often, what roads could be made inaccessible by
flooding and even by snow. Other information could be the impact of
a major power cut on the Parish and where the nearest places of safety
are such as the village/community hall etc can greatly help the emergency services, council and other groups.
The Community resilience plan is to increase short term community
resilience within the Parish in response to an emergency. The objectives
are to:
 Enable the community to respond effectively to an emergency that
occurs in the local area.
 Identify resources and key contacts within the community that can
assist the emergency services and local authority in the response to an
emergency.

Identify hazards and possible mitigation measures within the com
munity.

Identify vulnerable people within the community.
The Incident Response Plan will be known as the Community Resilience Plan (CRP), the Parish Council will be replacing the IRP on the
website with the new CRP in May.
If you feel that you could help in strengthening the community response during a time of adversity, please in the first instance contact the
Parish Clerk at: clerk-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk
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Mobile Post Office Branch
Hello, I am the new community postmaster for the area. As you will know,
the Post Office outreach service at Winterbourne Gunner recently closed,
but we have been working with the parish council to find a new way to keep
our services available
locally. We are now
pleased to announce
that a Mobile Post Office branch - a big red,
specially adapted van
with a normal shop
counter – is now coming to Winterbourne
Dauntsey every week
to provide most of the
services you'd expect
from any local PO,
including postage services, such as Drop &
Go for business customers, home shopping returns and international postage; personal and business banking (on behalf of all High Street banks), including cash withdrawals and cash and cheque deposits; pension collection,
bill payments, and phone top-ups. You can even get your car taxed for another year and buy or sell most foreign currencies.
In addition, we sell Health Lottery tickets, a range of stationery, some beautiful greeting cards, and a variety of sweets and other nice things.
We will be situated at the amenity area car park, next to the Winterbourne
Arms, every Tuesday 1.50 to 3.45pm, and Fridays from 11.35 to 1.30pm.
You might want to add these times to your calendar to be sure of catching us.
Up to date information about the service is available on our Facebook page:
#mobilepostoffice.
We do hope you'll visit us as often as possible; naturally the long-term viability of the service will depend on local support. We look forward to seeing
you soon.
Kevin May Community Postmaster
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Jumble Sales 2020
18th April - Jumble sale in aid of the Glebe Hall
5th September - Jumble sale in aid of Salisbury Hospice
14th November - Jumble sale in aid of the Glebe Hall

Glebe Hall Management Committee
After the AGM in March, we again embark on a new financial year with
a new committee to face the logistical and financial challenges of maintaining and improving the Glebe Hall. As with all halls, finances continue to be under strain, having to balance income against the pressure of
controlling increasing running costs, while at the same time trying to introduce improvements. We are bracing ourselves for the financial effects resulting from the Coronavirus outbreak, as booking cancellations
start to land on our desk plus dealing with the possibility of imminent
closure for a short period. Fortunately, we have always planned for the
unexpected and for a short time we are able to fall back on our financial
reserve fund to keep the hall going.

As with all voluntary organisations we require input and help from the
local community and this is becoming a struggle in the Winterbournes.
We require people to come forward to help administer and participate
in the decision making of the Hall Committee. In addition, we need
help to routinely maintain the hall to reduce the need for costly contractors. Communities expect their facilities to be accessible at all times
and it is not until you loose it that you realise their importance. The loss
of the Village Stores is an example.

In the Winterbournes, past community representatives realised the importance of building a first class communal space for future generations
to enjoy and use. This foresight has been rewarded as many diverse
groups, serving every age group, currently use the hall. The demands
from new groups including organisations’ use for meetings are also in-
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creasing – which is great news! However, increased usage places increasing demands on the regular maintenance and cleaning. Currently, this is
being achieved by a diminishing group of dedicated people. How long
we can depend on this is anybody’s guess. Quite rightly, everyone that
hires the hall expects it to be fit for purpose, clean, well presented and
with suitable equipment that is working. Therefore, we are beginning to
struggle to maintain the high standards we have achieved. This was recognised last year by being awarded the Hallmark 3 Quality Standard for
Village Halls, in recognition of being a well-administered hall. Please
help us retain this standard.

There are a number of vacancies - for a secretary, external trustees and
many organisational trustees. We require volunteers with a range of
personal skills to address the modern requirements to run a community
facility. At times during the year we plan routine maintenance to save
money and would like to hear from any member of the community to
help undertake these tasks. These range from annual stock taking, addressing Health and Safety issues, clearing the outside of the detritus of
modern living, gutter maintenance, painting, deep cleaning etc. Please
contact me on 01980551033 or Maureen Atkinson on 01980611311

WE HAVE A WELL USED AND ATTRACTIVE VILLAGE
HALL – HELP US KEEP IT
MAINTAINED AND WELL PRESENTED
Finally, there are a number of fundraising events planned for later in
the year, which you might like to put in your diaries that include
Brownies Fund Raiser on March 30th, Jumble Sales on April 18th & November 14th, 'Car Boot & Attic Sale’ on August 22nd and ‘Christmas
Fair’ on November 7th.

Graham Lloyd Chairman, Glebe Hall Committee
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Winterbourne Glebe Hall Prices for Hiring 2020
Vicarage Lane, Winterbourne Earls, Salisbury, SP4 6HA
Registered Charity 279405
Description

Price
£

Daytime (whole premises)

18*

Per hour

Evening (whole premises)

24*

Per hour

12*

Per hour

Small Meeting Room**
(Ron Burton Room)

Weddings
(includes 6pm Friday to 10am Sunday)

520*

Cleaning after wedding

50

Cleaning after special events

50

*Discount may be available for Winterbourne residents — please enquire.
**Small Meeting Room has self-contained access from outside, also may be
available with access to kitchen & toilets — please enquire
Booking Clerk: Cheryl Saffery 07840887842 glebehall1993@gmail.com
website: www.glebehall.org.uk
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Amesbury Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team
Priority Patrol locations:
Due to reports of *’nighthawking’ in our rural
areas, priority patrols are being carried out at
heritage sites and sites of historical interest including Woodhenge, Stonehenge, Old Sarum and surrounding fields. Nighthawking is the theft of archaeological sites and areas under the cover of darkness.
Burglary
04/02/20 – Great Wishford - Unknown suspect/s have gained entry into IP's
barn by cutting the padlocks to the door. Suspects have stolen 3 x Stihl Chainsaws and 2 x Stihl Strimmers.
17/2/20 – Old Sarum - Unknown suspect(s) have gained entry into a garage and
has stolen unknown amount of hand tool. TVO unknown.
17/2/20 – Cholderton - Unknown suspect/s have attempted to break into the
RP's garage by unknown means and have caused damage to the garage door by
bending it . No offenders have been located at this time.
Theft
14/02/20 - Great Wishford - Known male suspect has made off without payment from a taxi after going to various locations. The taxi fare came to £60.
https://www.police.uk/
This link will allow you to check stats in more detail for your area, and all surrounding areas.
If you wish further details please contact your local officers:
PCSO Tina ROYLANCE Tina.roylance@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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PCSO Michael FAREBROTHER Michael.farebrother@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
PC 1390 Juliet COX juliet.cox@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
Please dial 101 to report a crime and 999 in an emergency

Volunteering
Bourne Valley Link Scheme
Our volunteers provide neighbourly services to those in
need in the Bourne Valley parishes of Cholderton, Newton Toney, Allington, Boscombe, Idmiston, Porton,
Gomeldon, the Winterbournes and Hurdcott.

BVLS New Year Party held at the Glebe Hall, Winterbourne Earls
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An enthusiastic and enchanted audience of clients and volunteers enjoyed a
wonderful afternoon tea, together with fantastic entertainment by The Salisbury Pluckers, a local ukulele band who give their time and donations to the
Salisbury Hospice. Many thanks to all who helped to make this such an enjoyable and successful event.
The coffee morning at The Memorial Hall, Newton Toney on Saturday 28th
March has been cancelled due to Coronavirus restrictions.
We can help with visits to friends and relatives or collecting prescriptions.
Transport to hospitals, GPs, dental surgeries, hairdressers and shopping are
just some of the tasks with which we may be able to assist.
Please ring the coordinator on 01980 611117.
Please help by becoming one of our Link volunteers
You can choose how much time you are able to give and what tasks you are
happy to undertake. Please call the Link number for more information. The
scheme is a registered charity, volunteers receive expenses only and users are
asked to make a donation in a sealed envelope.
Registered charity number 1108029
www.bournevalleylink.org.uk

Could you be a Side by Side volunteer?
Do you have some spare time to get involved in a volunteering opportunity
with Alzheimer’s Society? The charity is looking for local people ready to take
up a fun, friendly, super-flexible volunteering opportunity, with its Side by
Side service. Volunteers will be paired with someone with dementia, so they
can help them keep on doing the things they love – and try new things too
whether it’s going for a swim or catching the latest movie. You receive expert
training and support to develop the role.
Side by Side really is a two-way street. Of course, there’s the feel-good factor
of knowing that you’re changing someone’s life, but our volunteers are also
constantly amazed by how much they learn from the people they support. As
with any relationship, it’s a shared journey made up of unique moments.
18

Loneliness is a real problem for people with dementia, yet one of the
most important things for those affected is to remain part of their community.
‘Side by Side has increased my confidence, improved my social skills
and made me grow as a person. I just love it in every way!’ Side by Side
volunteer.
To find out how to get involved call Clare Lucas, Alzheimer’s Society’s
Volunteering Officer, on 01249 443469 or email her at
clare.lucas@alzheimers.org.uk.

alzheimers.org.uk/sidebyside
Alzheimer's Society is a registered charity in England and Wales (296645) and the Isle of Man
(1128). A company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales company number
2115499. Isle of Man company number 5730F. Registered office: 43-44 Crutched Friars, London EC3N 2AE .

Interests and Activities
Moviola Night at the Glebe Hall
This season of films continues with:
Thursday 26th March – Knives Out (12A)
This is a fun, modern-day murder mystery where everyone is a suspect.
When renowned crime novelist Harlan Thrombey (Christopher Plummer) is found dead at his estate Detective Benoit Blanc (Daniel Craig)
is mysteriously enlisted to investigate. From Harlan's dysfunctional family to his devoted staff, Blanc sifts through a web of red herrings and selfserving lies to uncover the truth behind Harlan's untimely death. With
an all-star ensemble cast including Jamie Lee Curtis and Don Johnson,
KNIVES OUT is a witty and stylish whodunit guaranteed to keep audiences guessing until the very end.
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Thursday 23rd April – Official Secrets (15)
The true story of British intelligence whistle-blower Katharine Gun,
who prior to the 2003 Iraq invasion leaked a top-secret NSA memo exposing a joint US-UK illegal spying operation against members of the
UN Security Council. Stars Keira Knightly.
Tickets are available in advance from the Winterbourne Arms price £6.
(£7 on the door). For more information, or to book tickets for collection on the door, contact Chris on 01980 611352 or email wessexwax@outlook.com
As always doors open at 7pm for 7.30. There will be tea, coffee, red or
white wine by the glass as well as some soft drinks available. A selection
of ice creams at reasonable prices and a raffle completes a night at the
Movies.

Bourne Valley Historical Society
The Society recently marked its 71st AGM with a fascinating display
from the archives on past and present shops of the Bourne Valley.
This was followed by the showing of “Salisbury in Old Film” by Neil
Leacy. The live film of the procession through Salisbury streets for the
Peace Celebrations in 1919 followed by the pageant in Victoria Park
was amazing. We then enjoyed film of Society weddings in the Cathedral, the streets of Salisbury in the 1930s, 1940s, 1950s and 1960s with
long forgotten shops and the destruction of the gasometer in 2017.
Archive displays at future meetings will focus on articles and items relating to a specific village at alternative meetings. Members will know in
advance which village will be displayed from the newsletters and web
site, giving everyone the chance to bring anything they may have about
that village, should they wish to share it. Below is a list of the shops
within Winterbourne Parish, taken from Kelly’s Directory, the Census
Returns and “The Three Winterbournes Magazine” which ran from
1948-1965– copies of these are held in the Society’s archives and make
very interesting reading. We would welcome further information on
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these shops and any others not listed:
Winterbourne Dauntsey – 1948 (The Three Winterbourne Magazine) Norah
Milhench Shopkeeper (poem written in each advert)
Winterbourne Earls - 1841 (Census) Fanny Davis Baker
Winterbourne Gunner –
1938 (Kelly’s) Mrs Frances Pocock Grocer &
Post office ---- Mrs Annie Waters Shopkeeper Windfield

Future meetings in 2020
April 16th

Kayleigh Spring, “Conservation and Restoration, the work of
a Conservator at the Wiltshire Record Office”. Archive display on Newton Toney

May 21st

Ruby Vitorino, “Local Highwaymen”

June 18th

Jane Glennie, “Suffering Suffragettes” – in costume! Archive
display on Winterbourne Dauntsey

July 16th

Judy Rouse, “Ticket to Ride, the Perils and Pleasures of Early Victorian Rail Travel”

September 17th Wiltshire County Archaeologist on local sites. Archive display on Gomeldon
All meetings commence at 7.30pm. The Society does not meet in August
and December.
Visitors may attend up to two meetings for a donation, before they are asked
to join. Membership of the Society is currently £13 per annum and includes
attendance at 10 lectures, plus a monthly Newsletter that includes a summary
of the lecture given at the previous meeting. Visitors may attend up to two
meetings for a donation, before they are asked to join. Please contact
Maureen Atkinson on 01980 611311 or at mea@dial.pipex.com for further
information. Website: www.bournevalleyhistory.co.uk
Maureen Atkinson
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Newbourne Players
With a surge of new talented members swelling our ranks, we
finally managed to put on our production of Dick Whittington in February,
rather than the previous December as planned. It was a resounding success
and the inclusion of our Youth Group enhanced the enjoyment of undertaking this British tradition during Christmas/New Year period.
The Newbourne Players are also pleased to announce
that they are currently busy rehearsing their Murder Mystery. Early rehearsals a fun evening to be had by all. So
take note of the days and come and solve the crime over
an evening meal and drinks. The theme centres on the
baking fever that hits the country. The Crabblebottom
village fete organisers are delighted when a TV personality and celebrity chef
Eduardo D’Angelo takes up residence in the village. He agrees to judge the
annual cake baking competition. However, is he what he seems? Are the villagers unified in their approach to his participation? Experience the change
of plan, as the bake-off turns into a bump off. Providing the current infectious
disease outbreak does not linger, we will perform this on May 15th/16th 2020
starting at 7.30pm. If cancelled due to Coronavirus, we will perform it later in
the year.
As always we welcome new members, either to tread the boards or help backstage. We are embarking on the installing new light and control systems to enhance future productions. So why not come along, have a go and share the
evenings with a great bunch of people who enjoy having evenings of fun putting or a range of productions or organising group theatre visits. You will not
regret it. We meet on Wednesday evenings at the Glebe hall from 6.30-10
pm. Either Tracy (07795326 916) or Graham (07425166986) would love to
hear from you and provide answers to any questions you may have.
In addition, our thriving Newbourne Players Youth Group (NPYG) are a talented set of individuals that are growing in self confidence, gaining new experiences, enjoy the social interaction and working together. They deserve our
help to enjoy drama and going to the theatre. They also require additional
help to continue and expand, as places are now in high demand, so please
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contact Jo McMullen (07976 261 808) if you are interested. They currently meet on the first Sunday each month between 4-6 pm.
Graham Lloyd

Porton Flower Arranging Club
The club meets at Porton Memorial hall at 7.00pm on the second
Wednesday of the month. Our year ended with the Christmas meeting
at Glebe Hall, when our demonstrator was Irene Hickson who gave us
an early insight into Christmas with her spectacular arrangements,
which were later offered as the raffle prizes! To round off the evening
coffee and mince pies were served.
In January we held our AGM with Winnie elected as our chairman,
Penny remaining as secretary and Yvonne elected treasurer; thanks
were expressed to Joan as outgoing treasurer. The annual dinner will
take place later in the spring with the venue yet to be decided. The fees
for this year are £15 which includes our affiliation fee to NAFAS .
The club has a varied programme for the coming year and we look forward to sharing some creative evenings! The ideas for the coming
months are:
April 8th.

Weather

13th May.

Fan shape (no oasis)

10th June. Where in the world am I ?
8th July.

Miniature (10x10x15 cm)

12th Aug.

Carnival/Masquerade

9th Sept.

Natures Pride ( no oasis)

14th Oct.

Opposites/Poles apart

11th Nov.

Contemporary workshop
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27th Nov.

Christmas demo at Glebe Hall

9th Dec.

Christmas Splendour

Visitors (and potential new members) are always welcome, so why not
come along, enjoy the creativity and a cup of coffee.
Further information may be had by contacting Penny on 01980611815.

Penny Fleet 01980 611815

Bourne Valley Horticultural Society and
Gardening Club
The society’s year began in January with the ever popular Social Evening which, this year, took the form of a curry night, with a quiz and ‘pop
-up’ poetry readings providing plenty of entertainment.
Evening Meetings
Our evening meetings are held at the Glebe Hall on the first Thursday
of the month at 7.30 p.m. All visitors are very welcome to attend in exchange for a small donation to the club’s expenses. Apart from a talk
and refreshments afterwards, there is a ‘taster’ table with ideas as to
what can be made from surplus produce, a garden produce ‘bring and
buy’ sale and a raffle. The annual subscription is £15. This entitles
members to free entry to all speaker evenings and reduced entry fees
for the Annual Show.
The 2020 programme of evening speaker meetings re-commenced on
5th March with a talk entitled ‘Look after your back’ by Sandie Thorkeldse, a local chiropractor, who gave us helpful tips on general back
care linking this to specific tips for gardeners.

24

Forthcoming evening meetings:
2nd April: ‘What to expect from Fuchsias’ by fuchsia expert, Derek Luther.
7th May: AGM followed by a ‘bring and buy’ plant, seed, garden produce and cake sale.
4th June: ‘How to stage your garden produce for the Annual Show’ with
David Shergold, one of our regular Show Judges
Other Events:
The Annual Show will be held on Saturday 18th July. The show schedule has been compiled with the aim of producing hard copies in March
when we also hope to have it available on line. Much remains unaltered
from last year’s show or is subject only to minor adjustments. However,
there has been a major overhaul of the children’s division to enable a
wider variety of choices of classes to enter. In addition, due in part to
two of our regular wine making competitors announcing their
‘retirement’, we have decided to reduce the number of wine classes to
make way for the introduction of home-made beer and cider classes.
There will also be new titles in the photography and flower-arranging
divisions, an interesting cake recipe supplied by the domestic division
judge and a challenge to the men to make flapjacks! Anyone may enter
the show, you don’t have to be a club member.
For further information about our programme of talks and events and
enquiries
about
membership
visit
our
website
www.bvhsgardeningclub.com
We always delighted to welcome new members to our small, friendly
club.
Clare Dunster Secretary 01980 619121
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Bourne Valley Singers
We had a fairly light set of engagements during the Christmas period,
which started with a programme of Christmas carols and songs, performed at the Methodist Church. We were supported by the Bourne
Valley trio and the quartet. Hilary Sharland is a keen member of the
Quartet and we were pleased to have her back with us again after her
surgery. Hot fruit punch was served in the interval together with mince
pies and other seasonal fare. We were able to give a donation to the
Methodists who host us every week for our rehearsals. We did our
usual stint at the Christmas tree festival, always a thoroughly enjoyable
and uplifting experience in beautiful St Thomas' Church. As always it
was a great pleasure to see all the decorated Christmas trees. The trio
and the quartet also performed there. We have been rehearsing hard
for an April concert concentrating on the season spring.---- colours,
flowers birds etc. However, unfortunately we have had to suspend
choir rehearsals for the time being. It had reached the point when we
must heed the advice given to us and - as most of us are over sixty and
some members have underlying health concerns - it seemed sensible
and right to take precautions. The concert will hopefully go ahead later in the summer.
This term we have missed Isobel Rider who has been very poorly. The
great news this week is that she is back home and we send her all our
good wishes and hope to see her back at choir post coronavirus. Jill
Bushnell has retired from the choir this term and will be greatly missed.
Both Isobel and Jill were founding members of the choir.

Glenys Hollingdale–Smith

Winterbourne Cricket Club
Winterbourne Cricket Club enjoyed another successful and enjoyable
season in 2019 as did cricket as a whole with England winning the
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World Cup!
With the Hampshire Cricket League going through a small restructure,
Winterbourne will be playing in Division 5 North West over the summer with a whole host of matches against local villages which should
make for some fun and competitive cricket. Any interested in playing,
please do get in touch.
Our award winning junior section continues to thrive and grow and is
fast gaining a reputation as one of the leading junior clubs in Wiltshire
and Hampshire. There are lots of opportunities for your children, both
boys and girls, to play cricket this summer with teams for Under 9’s,
11’s and 13’s.
In addition, we will also again be holding an 8 week course starting on
Thursday 21st May for boys and girls aged between 6-8 called All Stars
Cricket. This is a great way for children to get an introduction to cricket
with qualified and experienced coaches and we would love to see as
many local children come along as possible. Last year we were fully subscribed so if you are interested, please contact us soon to avoid disappointment. If you are interested in any part of junior cricket at Winterbourne please email juniors@winterbournecc.com or see our website
for more details.
Our hopes for a new pavilion have been put on hold due to the cost of
the project. As a result, we continue to patch up our pavilion which
takes a lot of time, effort and money. As ever, if anyone has an ability to
help us out either via their trade, time or money(!), we would love to
hear from you.
Ryan Hughes Chairman chairman@winterbournecc.com
www.winterbournecc.com

Club Friday
I am delighted to be able to let you know that our move to Idmiston
Memorial Hall in Porton has gone very smoothly. Moving is generally
stressful whatever the situation and this was no exception! It is such a
benefit to have more space and we are looking forward to sitting outside
in warmer and dryer weather.
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No sooner have we welcomed in the new year than I find myself planning
Easter activities! We have enjoyed a range of entertainment so far in 2020,
with the fabulous Woodford Ukeule Group kicking off the start of the year.
There has been yoga, kurling, bingo, singing and poetry reading. In the coming weeks we will welcome Alex for a sing-a long, a magician, a talk from the
Army Air Corps and some musical bingo.
Here at Club Friday we try to provide a range of activities and entertainment,
all on a limited budget. If you have something to share, in the form of a talk, a
demonstration or a craft activity you could share, we would be delighted to
hear from you. Use the contact details at the end.
Would you like to learn more about Club Friday? Either as a potential guest
or as a volunteer? Then come along to one of our open mornings on the first
Friday of the month (we used to call it a coffee morning!) and meet the Club
Friday team, you really will receive a warm welcome. Call in between 10am
and 11.30am. It is an opportunity to see what we do and to ask questions, its
informal and there is no obligation to stay! Volunteering with Club Friday
could provide an opportunity to socialise, to gain new skills, and to give something back to the local community. Without the help of volunteers, we simply
would not survive. You don’t need experience, just a friendly nature and a
willingness to be a part of a small team. Potential drivers will require a DBS
check at our expense before driving our guests.
Speaking of recruiting, in what feels like another lifetime, I worked for Age
Concern and interviewed potential staff. To anyone who said in what I can
only describe as a soft and fluffy voice: “I really love old people” my manager’s retort would be “hmmm, but I couldn’t eat a whole one” I knew then
that the interview was doomed!
Do get in touch, and find out more about joining Club Friday as a volunteer
or guest.
Lisa Organiser on 07307 897677 (please leave a message I will call back)
lisajstubbs@gmail.com
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Churches
Bourne Valley Methodist Church
Minister: Rev Steve Hawkes 01722 334833 revdsteve@outlook.com
Senior Steward: Joy Davey 01980 611857
Services are held each Sunday at 10am with Holy Communion monthly. Occasional services as announced. Please see Church Notice Board
for all details. Everyone is welcome to join us.
As I write this, we are firmly within the season of Lent. And as I’m sure
most of us will know, Lent is a period of 40 days (excluding Sunday’s)
that runs from Ash Wednesday to Holy Saturday, and it’s a time where
we remember the journey of Jesus towards the cross.
The cross, of course, is a universally recognised symbol of the Christian
faith, but I was reading something the other day that mentioned that the
equivalent of ‘the cross’ in modern terms, would be – the gallows, the
electric chair, or the gas chamber, as the cross was a brutal way of executing convicted criminals. Our normal response to someone who dies
a criminal’s death is to think of failure and shame.
But the cross is unique because Good Friday wasn’t the end of the story. Easter Day and the resurrection of Jesus bring hope, and in St.
Paul’s words (paraphrased): Jesus forgave all of our sins; He cancelled
the written code and everything that was against us. He took it all away
by nailing it to the cross.
Since coming back to Bourne Valley in September last year, I’ve been
so pleased to be able to have had times of sharing with our friends from
the Anglican churches. This has included sharing in Remembrance
Sunday, the annual Covenant Service, a film night (where we showed
‘The Shack’) and join Lent Courses.
The cross is a sign of hope and my sincere hope is that we will be able
to continue working together so that we can uphold the life of our
churches and also to support the communities that surround us by sharing the love of Jesus.
Yours in Christ
Rev Steve Hawkes
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Dates for your diary::
31st March, 7.30 p.m. ‘The Eucharist in Art’. A presentation by Rev.
Wendy Pugh.
9th April, 7.00 p.m.. Maundy Thursday Service.
12th April, 10.00 a.m. Easter Worship.
10th May, 9.00 a.m. Breakfast Service.
Bourne Café will continue, on the 2nd Saturday of the month, 10.00 a.m.
‘til Noon, throughout the Spring and Summer.
If you haven’t been to the Bourne Café yet, why not arrange to meet
friends and neighbours there and have a chat over coffee and cake?
Everyone is welcome.

Anglican Parish News
The Vicar: Rev Peter Ostli-East 01980 611350 revpeterbvt@gmail.com

Topical Note: As this edition of the Village Link is being prepared, we
are all being asked to take extra precautions to reduce the risk of
spreading infection, particularly the Coronavirus, COVID-19. In connection with local Church related activities, the guidance from the national Church of England is to maintain best hygiene practice of regular,
frequent and thorough hand-washing, and to avoid making direct personal contact with others, e.g.: not to shake hands during services where
‘The Peace’ is shared. Also, until further notice, Holy Communion will
be administered to communicants in the form of bread (or wafer) only.
The wine in the Chalice will only be consumed by the priest presiding
at the Eucharist. This in no way diminishes the significance or efficacy
of the Sacrament – Christ is fully present in the consecrated bread (or
wafer) in situations such as the present one, where prudence and care
for one another’s safety rightly take priority. Thank you for your understanding.
Also, it is possible that some events publicised here may have to be cancelled or postponed at short notice – we apologise in advance for any
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inconvenience this may cause – please don’t hesitate to contact your local Churchwarden or the Rector for up to date information. Thank you
for your understanding and cooperation.
Sunday 22nd March is Mothering Sunday and is a special day
for giving thanks to those who brought us to life, and care for
us. The shops are full of cards and gifts to remind us to say
‘Thank you’ and this is a good day to come to Church too,
perhaps the one where you were christened (baptised), to say
‘thank you’ to God, the source of all life and love.
We look forward to welcoming you...

Mothering Sunday services will be held in St Mary’s W Gunner at
9.30am and St Michael & All Angels W Earls at 11.00am .
On Sunday 29th March, there will be a Team Service (i.e.: for everyone
in the Bourne Valley) at 6.00pm in St Nicholas Church
Porton which will draw on the traditions of Celtic Christianity and include the opportunity to receive prayer for healing
– for yourself, or on behalf of someone else. Please contact
Rev’d Peter Ostli-East if you would like to know more
about this ministry, which has often been a less well-known
part of the Church’s mission. Everyone is invited, so do come and join
in this opportunity for worship together.
The Eucharist in Art at 7.30pm on Tuesday 31st
March at Bourne Valley Methodist Church.
Wendy Pugh is not an art historian but a priest who
has discovered that looking at art from different cultures and historical periods is a great way of seeing
familiar biblical and church narratives through fresh
eyes. We will look at art depicting the Last Supper,
the meal that Jesus shared with his first disciples on the eve of his Crucifixion, and which became the central act of Christian worship – continued in his memory, and at his command. All are welcome as Wendy
helps us to engage more deeply with the meaning and experience of
Holy Communion, the Eucharist, through the power of art. Contact
Wendy for more information: wkpugh@aol.com or 01722 326680.
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Events and Services in Holy Week
Palm Sunday 5th April: Come and join this celebration at
the start of Holy Week.
Service times: 9.30am at St Mary’s W Gunner and
11.00am at St Michael & All Angels W Earls. Palm
crosses are given out as we remember how Jesus was welcomed into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey, with the crowds waving palm branches in
joy.
Good Friday, 10th April
Everyone is invited to take part in this
year’s walk through the Valley, starting at
St Nicholas Church, Cholderton at
10.55am. We will visit many of the
churches in the Valley, pausing in each
to reflect and pray. You are welcome to
join in for as many stages as you wish,
and the walk ends at St Michael & All
Angels, Winterbourne Earls at approx. 5.30pm with tea, coffee and hot
cross buns. Look out for posters and flyers with more details.
There will also be quiet, meditative services on Good Friday, to pray
and reflect on Christ’s crucifixion: ‘An Hour at the Cross’ at 12.00noon
in St Mary’s Winterbourne Gunner and at 2.00pm in St Nicholas Porton.
Easter Day 12th April
Come and celebrate Jesus Christ’s Resurrection at the Church’s great festival of the
assurance of eternal life for all who believe
in Jesus as God’s Son, and who live as his
followers. None of us do this perfectly, but
we can all know God’s love and forgiveness
as we welcome his Holy Spirit, and seek to work together for the growth
of his kingdom of love and peace.
Easter Services at 9.30am in St Mary’s Winterbourne Gunner
(also at St Nicholas Porton (and 8.15am BCP) and St Andrew’s Newton
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Tony) and at 11.00am in St Michael & All Angels Winterbourne Earls
(also at St Nicholas Cholderton and St Andrew’s Boscombe)
Bring the family, and together let’s worship the Risen Lord!

Like Easter Eggs...?
Church…!

Come and hunt for them at your local

This is the time of year when each Church of England Parish holds its
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM), to which all Parishioners
(ie: everyone who lives in the Parish) and all on the Church’s Electoral
Roll of that Parish, are invited. At these meetings we elect Churchwardens, and PCC members, review the past year’s activities and look ahead
to what the future may hold... do come along, and get involved...!
*** St Mary’s Winterbourne Gunner’s APCM will be immediately after the 9.30am service on Sunday 19th April in the Church.
*** St Michael & All Angels Winterbourne Earls’ APCM will be immediately after the 11.00am service on Sunday 26th April in the Church.
Pentecost (aka Whitsun) is on Sunday 31st May this year, and there will
be a Team Service at 10.00am in St Michael & All Angels, W Earls. In
the Bible, the book of Acts records that it was on the feast of Pentecost
that God poured out his Holy Spirit, equipping and empowering Jesus’
first followers to preach the good news of God’s love, and the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Often, God’s Holy Spirit is pictured as a dove, a
sign of peace, but symbols of fire and wind also remind us of the power
of God , available to us through faith in Jesus Christ. For many, this day
is regarded as the birthday of the Christian Church so it is good that
people from across the Parishes of the Bourne Valley will gather to celebrate and worship together. Please come along and enjoy the party.
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Not just Sundays… everyone is welcome to all our Church services
and events, including 9.30am Holy Communion on Wednesdays in St
Michael’s W Earls
and our twice monthly Prayer meetings, at 4.00pm on the first and third
Monday of each month at the Vicarage, Winterbourne Earls.
Remember this year’s Winterbournes Fete will be held on Saturday 4th
July; look out for the separate notice in this magazine – we look forward
to welcoming you…!!
St Michael & All Angels Bells & Clock Restoration Appeal
As you may have seen from the ‘clock’ fundraising monitor outside the church, we are getting
close to the required total, and are awaiting the
results of a number of grant applications that have been submitted. If
we could raise another £5,000 locally then we will be able to apply for
the Faculty (church equivalent of planning permission) and hopefully
get the work started later this year. Can you help? Any gift would be
very gratefully received; cheques can be sent to our church treasurer,
Richard Scott at 11 St Edward’s Meadow, Winterbourne Dauntsey, or
to the Vicarage, payable to: St Michael’s Church, Winterbourne Earls.
Alternatively, Richard can let you have bank details for a direct payment
by email: rjwscott@gmail.com Thank you very much.
Please contact the Rector, Rev’d Peter Ostli-East on 01980 611350 or
by email at: revpeterbvt@gmail.com or speak to a Churchwarden or any
PCC member, for more information about activities at the Anglican
churches in the Bourne Valley. You can also visit our Team website at:
www.bournevalleychurches.org.uk and please let us know your
thoughts, ideas and comments.
If you enjoy having a regular magazine for your local news and information, you may be interested in subscribing to the Bourne Valley Magazine… if you haven’t come across this A4 size local publication, copies
can be seen in both Anglican churches (St Mary’s and St Michael & All
Angels) in the Winterbournes, and at the Winterbourne Arms pub.
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The BV Mag is managed, edited, printed and distributed by people connected with the Churches in the Valley, from Cholderton to Ford, and it carries
adverts and articles about events and activities throughout the Bourne Valley. 10 editions are produced each year, that is monthly except for July/Aug
and Dec/Jan, which are ‘combined’ issues, and the annual subscription is
just £5.00 (50p per edition). Profits at the end of each year are shared between the Parish Churches, in proportion to the number of subscribers from
each Parish.
If you live in Winterbourne Gunner, please contact St Mary’s Churchwarden, Simon Ward 01980 611262 or sabward@btinternet.com to subscribe.
If you live in Winterbourne Earls, Winterbourne Dauntsey, Hurdcott or
Ford, your Parish Church is St Michael & All Angels, and Rev’d Peter OstliEast will be very pleased to hear from you… also, if anyone would be willing

to help (or take on) managing local BV Mag subscriptions and deliveries
here – or might like to assist the Editor, please don’t hesitate to get in touch,
thank you.

Remember, the Churches are here for YOU, and need your presence and
support if each Parish Church is to flourish and remain viable.

Petanque in the Winterbournes
Petanque on Sunday afternoons at the Vicarage has been advertised for several years now, usually in the summer months (when, to be fair, it is more
enjoyable to be outside playing…) and this will continue, however, a new
venue for Petanque is now being developed at the Winterbourne Arms public house (on the Main Road through Winterbourne Dauntsey), which will
enable us to enter a team into the local Hopback Friendly Petanque League.
This League, sponsored by the Downton
based Brewery of the same name, takes place
on Tuesday evenings from April to September, and currently involves 11 teams playing
at various pubs in and around Salisbury and
the New Forest. If you would like to play
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Petanque, or find out more about it, please get in touch with Peter
01980 611350 or enquire at the Winterbourne Arms 01980 619351,
while enjoying a meal, a pint, glass of wine or similar… Cheers…!
Letter from the Vicar’s Wife Mari…
It’s a funny old Spring this year, isn’t it? We’ve had a very wet but mild
winter, followed by flooding across the country, and storms of unrelenting ferocity causing damage and death. We’ve seen fires sweeping
through Australia’s bush lands, the plague of locusts in Africa, wars
across the Middle East, and international tensions rising on every front.
And now a silent but potentially deadly virus is sweeping right across
our world. It all seems to have a rather Biblical aspect to it. Not much
chance of Easter this year being a widespread celebration of lambs and
chicks and baby bunnies bringing new life – yet it is the challenging and
sometimes misunderstood concept of Jesus Christ’s death on Good Friday that lies at the heart of the Christian faith, and which often needs to
be unpacked a bit, before the joy of the Resurrection message on Easter
Day with its promise of eternal life.
The publicity surrounding this Coronavirus pandemic brings to most of
us a greater awareness of our own mortality and the possibility of the
premature death of loved ones, friends and neighbours. We are told in
the Bible more often than anything else not to be afraid. Being afraid in
itself is a useless emotion, unless it galvanises us into action. The Bible
also tells us that God can bring good out of all circumstances, no matter
how distressing. How wonderful it would be if this present, fearful crisis
drew us all closer together in our neighbourhoods, and re-established
the pleasures and comforts that only community can provide. The
quick fix of retail therapy is potentially ruining our economy, our personal financial status, and provides the most minimal amount of comfort and pleasure, compared with feeling valued and important to those
around us. Of course, we need to be thoughtful, and take the necessary
precautions, but looking out for neighbours, phoning to check they’re
OK and perhaps helping with groceries, are practical ways we can pull
together and show real care for one another.
On a personal level some inexplicable things are happening. I’m putting
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salt on my food for the first time in years. I’m having a drink before dinner,
and as many peanuts as I like, and I’ve finally opened the present left for me
on Peter’s stall in St Michael’s church at Christmas time, and am rapidly and
joyfully eating my way through a lovely box of chocolates. Many, many thanks
to my secret Santa….!
Bless you
Mari

Countryside Matters
Birds of a feather……..
There is much in the news these days on the harm we are doing to the environment – climate change, plastics, vehicle emissions. Alongside this we are
frequently told of the increasing number of plant and animal species that are
under threat of extinction, from this country or even globally. While we
should of course be doing everything we can to reduce the harmful impact of
our presence on the environment in which we
live, there is plenty of evidence to indicate that we
still have rich and diverse flora and fauna here in
the Winterbournes.
Over the past few years we have kept a note of
bird species recorded in and around Gaters Lane.
With the river Bourne, fields, woodland, hedgerows and gardens there are plenty of habitats on
offer, but we have been surprised to note 64 species of bird over the last 5
years. In any one year the number is around 50. Some are constant and reliable residents (tits, finches, nuthatch, woodpeckers, blackbird, sparrows, robin, wren, dunnock), some seasonal (the summer
and winter visitors including warblers, swallows
and swifts), and others seen only occasionally
(such as the treecreeper, goldcrest). The river
brings many water loving birds including the
kingfisher, wagtails, moorhen, ducks, swan,
heron and little egret. The species have
changed over time as well as the seasons.
When we moved here 20 years ago the spotted
flycatcher nested in our garden each summer
37

for the first few years, but has not been seen since. On the other hand we recorded the red kite for the first time 5 years ago and they are now well established in the area.
It is easy sometimes to miss a sighting from closely related birds. We have
seen all of the UK corvids including raven, rook, and crow, and three of the
Columbidae: woodpigeon, stock dove, collared dove. Some have been heard
rather than seen – the tawny owls can be quite rowdy at night!
It is particularly rewarding to know that birds are nesting nearby. Some are
obvious – the moorhen amongst the yellow iris in a ditch, the pheasant in St
Edwards churchyard. Others are obvious only from the scruffy young birds in
the spring and early summer. The squeaky call of a juvenile green woodpecker is a pleasure to hear.
To preserve viable habitats for all of these birds we need to eliminate pollution but also to minimise damage or destruction to their natural environment.
Trees, hedges and weeds can all be part of a bird’s habitat – even when past
their best. Dead branches and trees for example are home to insects on
which woodpeckers feed, and are also essential as nesting sites. The RSPB
provides some advice on hedge pruning at https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-andwildlife/advice/gardening-for-wildlife/plants-for-wildlife/garden-hedges/hedgelaw/. Garden bird feeders can sustain birds through lean periods, but also
bring them closer so that we can enjoy their presence. This great spotted
woodpecker, a daily visitor to our feeders hanging from an apple tree, has
made a hole in the trunk in which to open the sunflower seeds.
Charles Penn

It never rains but it pours……… Hurdcott weather 2019 and other matters

We have had a challenging late winter here in the Winterbournes, and those
of who live close to the river have had an anxious few weeks. We are frequently being told to expect more “extreme weather events” as a result of climate change, but it is difficult sometimes to put this into a local context. We
recently had an excellent presentation by Robert Grace on the science behind
climate change which I for one found very useful and informative. I think we
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always feel more comfortable if we understand the reasons behind events.
With thanks to George Shepherd for the local Hurdcott meteorological data,
and Clare Dunster for the Winterbourne Dauntsey groundwater data, we can

begin to explain just how the wildly variable rainfall (from season to season
and year to year) affects local flood risk. This flood risk seems to take three
forms: flash floods, where very heavy rainfall washes down the hill in a short
lived torrent; river flooding, when the river overflows the banks; and groundwater flooding where the water table rises to create springs, puddles and even
small lakes! These are of course interrelated – the higher the groundwater, the
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more likely we are to get flash floods and river flooding as the ground
can’t absorb any more. Of note is that the one and only Environment
Agency Flood Warning we had for the Winterbournes this winter was
of groundwater flooding.
Hurdcott weather data for 2019 show typical seasonal rain variation.
Overlaid on first the graph are the monthly averages for groundwater.
Not surprising they align!
Hover, the data also show how individual peaks of rainfall can quickly
lift the groundwater levels. The second graph shows the daily groundwater readings, with the additional thicker bars showing some individual (very wet day) rain fall readings. The groundwater levels rise each
time! In winter these periods of high rain were often associated with
named storms (Erik in February, Freya and Gareth in March, Hannah
in April, Miguel in June, Atiyah in December.
And to whet your appetite for the report next year, this is what happened in the first 6 weeks of this year………

Charles Penn, Clare Dunster, George Shepherd
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Young Winterbourne
Bourne Valley Explorer Scout, Scout,
Cubs and Beaver Groups
First of all a BIG THANK YOU to everyone who contributed in any
way to the success of the Scout Christmas postal service in 2019. A special thank you to Porton Garden Centre, KornerKuts, Jess Futcher,
Heather Pannell, the local Schools and Earls Manor Court for selling
stamps and hosting post boxes. This year we sold over 400 stamps,
more than last year so a huge thank you to everyone who bought
stamps. Thank you to everyone who took bundles of cards to deliver all
over the Bourne Valley. This year we didn’t have quite so many cards
to deliver but it is a huge job and we couldn’t do it without our dedicated deliverers. THANK YOU TO EVERYONE CONCERNED.
Christmas 2019
The whole group got together for a party at the Glebe Hall in the second week of December. Christmas jumpers and hats abounded and
there was plenty of festive refreshments, hot dogs, mince pies and
mulled wine. At the party we played bingo and there was a huge raffle
with lots of festive prizes.
Each section also celebrated Christmas in their own way; the Beavers,
Cubs and Figsbury Troop had parties and Idmiston Troop went to the
pantomime, Robin Hood, at the Playhouse.
Beaver Colony
After Christmas the 4 eldest beavers in the colony successfully transferred to the cub pack and the remaining beavers have been joined by 6
new recruits from the waiting list. Before the new beavers joined, the
rest of the colony finished off the Disability Awareness badge by learning to write their name in Braille, identifying fruit by touch and had an
indoor campfire (artificial I hasten to add!) This included singing some
songs and a cup of hot chocolate with marshmallows. Whilst the new
recruits have been learning all about Beaver Scouting the rest of the colony have taken part in a problem solving game and used sticks, that had
been blown down in the recent gales and wool to try their hand at weav41

ing, which counts towards their badge work (trying a new skill and using
items from the natural world in a craft activity). After half term the beavers used their imagination to make a machine for collecting snow and
making snowballs using recyclable materials.
Seven of our beavers joined 50+ other beavers from all over the Salisbury District in the post Christmas party, Canada Capers, at the Bowman Centre in Amesbury.
During the afternoon they
took part in some games:
bean bag curling; Canadian
bingo;
magnetic
fishing.
There were also crafts: making paracord people (in colours of the Canadian flag);
beaver masks; colouring the
Canadian flag. The last activity was making pancakes
with maple syrup to pour
over them. The afternoon
finished with a party bag full
of a snack tea and a sing
song.
Cub Pack
The first term of 2020 found our 5 new Cubs, 4 from beavers and 1
from the waiting list, joining the pack and learning all about what Cub
Scouting is all about,
as well as joining the
rest of the pack preparing for 2 District
competitions;
the
scrapheap challenge
and the five a side
football tournament.
For the former we
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had a practise competition during a pack meeting when the cubs were challenged to make a
robot from the recycling the leaders brought
in. At the competition itself, our team of 5
joined other teams from the District to make a
model of the park; they could choose any kind
of park they liked. Most packs chose theme
parks and ours was no exception and there
were an assortment of fair rides, roller coasters, big wheels etc. made from the mountain
of recycling materials (I joke not!) Our team
didn’t win, but they had a great afternoon of
creativity.
The rest of the pack have completed the environmental conservation badge, making birdfeeders, ecobricks and recycling with Michael.
Some of the eldest Cubs have gained their
Chief Scout Silver Award and were presented
at a special award ceremony, during which those 6 cubs moving up to
Scouts were welcomed by Ian from Idmiston Troop. The footballers
amongst the pack have been busy training for the 5 a side tournament,
which took place on the Saturday at the beginning of half term. Our
team played well; they played 4 matches in their league only losing to
the eventual winners and drawing with the runners up. They showed
great sportsmanship during all their matches and their behaviour was
exemplary so we were once again proud to be their leaders. On the last
evening of this half term the new Cubs made their cub promise and
were invested as full members of the pack around Redwood’s indoor
campfire. Before the investitures the cubs listened to ‘yarns’ about cub
scouting and Lord Baden-Powell, our Founder, followed by the usual
hot chocolate with marshmallows; a campfire wouldn’t be the same
without this treat. After half term the pack celebrated Shrove Tuesday
by making and, of course, eating pancakes.
Figsbury Troop
This term the scouts in Figsbury Troop have been organising games
and activities for each other. Each patrol was given one evening to organise activities and games for the rest of the troop. The activities have
featured cooking and eating; each scout made a pancake with the top-
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pings of their choice; some chose everything that was on offer! Also science experiments were performed; do you know what happens if you
put mints in to fizzy pop? The scouts do now and I hasten to add that
this was an outside activity. if you know what happens you will know
why I say this! Lastly there was a quiz in which each scout in that patrol
asked 5 questions on different themes for the other 2 patrols and the
team of leaders to answer. I’m not sure who actually won; it may even
have been the leaders! The following week it was the Young Leaders
turn to organise the programme; they devised some problem solving
games, which certainly made the scouts think as well as making them
have to work as a team! On the last evening of the half term the Scouts
went up to Old Sarum for a wide game organised by the leaders. This is
#YouShape Scouting at it’s best.; leaders and young people working together to produce activities and games. After Figsbury Scouts also celebrated Shrove Tuesday by making and eating their own pancakes.
Idmiston Troop
At the end of last term Idmiston Troop once again took part in the District Scout cooking competition. They had to cook a 3 course meal on
the theme of the Olympics, past, present and future, using only a 2
burner and grill camping gas stove. Their menu was:Greek meatballs stuffed with feta cheese (Greece)
Teriyaki chicken with sticky rice and pak choi (Japan)
Crepes with raspberry coulis and white chocolate
They were victorious once again; it is getting a bit of a habit winning
this particular competition. As result of this they represented the Salisbury District at the County cooking competition during the February
half term. The team cooked the same menu and did really well, they
came 4th out of 11 teams, with only just 6 points between the runners up
and 4th place.
At Troop meetings since the beginning of January the troop has been
preparing the 6 Cubs who have moved up to make their Scout Promise,
which they have done now, becoming full members of the troop.
The chefs in the team were honing their cooking skills ready for the
District and County Cooking Competitions and I think that the whole
troop must also been practising their team building and problem solving
skills too. The troop entered 4 teams in the District Cube competition.
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This competition is based on The Cube television game where teams of
scouts visit a number of bases based on team building and problem
solving activities. Each base is then marked for teamwork with the result
that Idmiston Troop managed to come 1st, 2nd and 4th. The fourth team
were a bit lower down the result board. A very creditable result I am
sure you agree.
Shirley Moores on behalf of the Group Scout Leadership Teams
01980 611614 shirleyamoores1953@gmail.

1st Winterbourne Rainbows

It has been a brilliant start to 2020 for the 1st Winterbourne Rainbows.
We started the year with seven new Rainbows, nearly a record for us,
and we have been very busy ever since!

We have been getting to know our new Rainbow friends, thinking about
what it means to be a Rainbow and about what our Rainbow promise
means to us. We have also been working together as a team and improving our team work skills each week by playing many team games.
On Sunday 23rd February, lots of Rainbows, Brownies and Guides
from the Bourne Valley district gathered together in the Glebe Hall to
celebrate World Thinking Day. It was a busy afternoon where we
baked cookies (see photos), made Danish hearts and Rangoli pictures
and played lots of games. At the end of the afternoon, we were lucky
enough to have the Reverend Peter come to present some of our Rainbows with their bronze and silver awards. Congratulations to Elsie who
received her Silver and to Emily, Poppy, Verity, Lois, Ella, Hattie and
Leah who received their Bronze.
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with their Bronze and Silver awards. Congratulations to Elsie who received her Silver and to Emily, Poppy, Verity, Lois, Ella, Hattie and
Leah who received their Bronze.
We have also been working towards our First Aid badge this term - all
of the Rainbows spent an evening learning about first aid kits, how to
wash their hands properly, how to bandage wounds and what to do in
an emergency. We learnt how to treat a graze during our first aid
badge! The Rainbows loved bandaging each other!
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We have also been working towards our First Aid badge this term; all of
the Rainbows spent an evening learning about first aid kits, how to wash
their hands properly, how to bandage wounds and what to do in an

emergency. The Rainbows loved bandaging each other! As well as
learning how to help others be healthy, the Rainbows have been learning about keeping themselves healthy. We also really enjoyed a visit
from ‘Kids love fit’ with lots of dancing to help us keep active!
We have a visit from the police to look forward to in the coming weeks,
along with lots of Mother’s day and Easter crafts. The girls are also very
excited to round off the term with a pyjama party:; an evening filled with
pizza, crazy hair, hot chocolate and bedtime stories!
To add your daughter to the waiting list you need to go to
www.girlguiding.org.uk and register your interest.
Emma Marsh (AKA Lavender) winterbournerainbows@hotmail.com
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1st Winterbourne Brownies
Brownies finished the Christmas term
making decorations and planning their
party. We joined other Rainbows, Brownies and Guides from the District with over 100 of us going to the pantomime at the playhouse.
Term finished at the Odeon with a Girl guiding only screening of Frozen 2.
Since January the Brownies have been working hard on the new programme and many have earnt interest badges; the new baking badge being the most popular with both the Brownies and Brown Owl . This effort had been rewarded with many earning one of the new theme
awards; 6 earning their bronze award and 3 gaining the top gold award
and we have a few more brownies who are really close to their bronze
which is a great achievement. Peter Ostli-East kindly came to our District Thinking Day afternoon to present these awards.
On February 23rd the Brownies celebrated Thinking Day with Rainbows, Brownies and Guides from other Winterbourne Units. Thinking
Day (Feb 22nd) is a special day for members of girl guiding as it was the
joint birthday of Lord Baden-Powell and his wife Lady Olave and on
this day we think about all other Girl Guides and Girl Scouts in the 150
countries around the world who are members of WAGGGS. This year
we celebrated together with an afternoon of international cooking,
games and crafts and of course a badge.
Before the Easter holidays we will be enrolling 5 new Brownies, having
a catch-up week for some missed badge activities and of course doing
some activities involving a lot of chocolate.
For the summer term we have our fingers crossed the weather will be
nice as we will be spending a lot of time outside doing our camp skills
builder badge and will be joining other Brownies and Guide in the district for a weekend of adventure at PGL.
We meet at the Methodist Church Hall on Thursday evenings. If you
would like to put your daughter on the waiting list for Brownies, please
contact Sarah (Brown Owl) on 01980 610743, winterbournebrown-
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ies@outlook.com. If your daughter isn’t already a member of Girl
guiding, please register via the website:
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-yourdaughter/
Sarah Laver (Brown Owl) 01980 610743

2nd Winterbourne Brownies
Before Christmas three of the
Brownies helped at the ‘Save the
Children’ coffee morning held at St
Thomas’ Church in Salisbury.
Around £400 was raised for the
children's emergency fund. January, the Brownies went to the pantomime, Robin Hood, at the Playhouse. We have also welcomed
Lauren who is training to be a leader. As usual in January we made bird puddings in preparation for the
RSPB big garden bird watch survey where we record the number of
birds visiting our gardens in a one
hour time slot.
The Brownies joined in the Glebe
Hall open day which was run as
part of the village halls week 2020
and made various crafts. Recently,
with a lot of help from our willing
volunteers, each Brownie made
their very own bird nesting box
thus learning about a variety of
tools and techniques. During the
same three week period, other
Brownies were busy in the kitchen
creating delicious snacks. This activity, aptly named fajita fun,
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taught the girls food preparation skills involving different tools and utensils.
All these activities are part of the new programme.
February 22nd is the most
important date in the Guiding
movement when we celebrate
the joint birthdays of our
founder, Lord Baden
Powell, and his wife. World
Thinking Day is celebrated at
a special service in St Mary’s
Church with each Brownie
playing an important role in
the service. Later we joined
Brownies, Rainbows and
Guides for a District event
held at the Glebe Hall. This
exciting afternoon included
activities from the four continents. At the moment our efforts are concentrating on Mother’s Day and
Easter themed crafts.
We are planning a fundraising evening on March 30th with proceeds to the
Glebe Hall. Please do come along at 6.30 to join in the fun, buy refreshments, partake of the raffle and find a bargain on our things to sell table. REMEMBER 6.30pm Monday 30th March EVERYONE WELCOME. We
need to raise funds to maintain our fabulous hall.
We do have places available for girls aged 7-9 years. If you would like to put
your daughter on the waiting list please contact Snowy Owl on 01980 611376.
You will also need to go to “get involved” at www.girlguiding.org.uk to register
your interest.
The 2nd Winterbourne Brownies meet every Monday during term time in the
Glebe Hall.

Heather Shepherd (Snowy Owl) 01980 611376
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Winterbourne Earls Church of England School

The first term of 2020 has been an incredibly busy one and
time has flown by here at Winterbourne Earls C.E. Primary School. The children have settled back into school after the excitement of the Christmas holidays and have been working (and playing) hard since then. We have braved
two very wet and blustery storms and are looking forward to some spring
weather as Easter approaches, however, we still have lots planned before
then.
School Story Week
The focus of School Story Week this year was traditional tales and we
launched with an imaginative presentation of The
Three Little Pigs. Some of
our younger children had
the pleasure of working
with our fabulous storyteller, Mrs Johnson, in the
morning. They then entertained their parents with
some super performances
of twisted tales later on in
the day. We had our annual story week dress up day
on Friday 6th March and the
children looked great dressed as favourite book characters.
Trips and Sporting Events
In February, Year 1 had an energetic morning at FUNdamentals Sports
where they had a chance to try out various sporting activities.
Our Year 5 & 6 Football team competed in the County Finals earlier this
term after success in their Regional Competition last term. They had a fantastic day and played admirably, despite terrible weather conditions. Well
done to them all for their fabulous team spirit.
Well done also to the Y5/Y6 Netball team for playing so well during their
matches. They displayed super team work and an excellent attitude through51

out..
A selection of Year 3 & 4 children had a tremendous time practising their skills at
the Salisbury Schools Gym festival, as well as competing in a local schools tournament
(see
photos).

Years 3 & 4 were lucky enough to visit Buster Ancient Farm as part of their
Bronze Age to Iron Age topic. They took part in activities which reflected what
life would have been like during those time periods.
Years 5 & 6 have been busy this term. They had a brilliant day at the Living Rainforest and attended an immersive Science and Technology day at Sarum Academy last month, where they experienced focused lessons delivered by subject specialists. Both trips were hugely enjoyable and informative.
Year 6 have been developing their cycling skills and road safety awareness through
the Bikeability training scheme. A huge thank you to all the instructors for their
hard work.

Figsbury Challenge Saturday May 2nd 2020
The Figsbury Challenge is a successful event that has been organised for more
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than 20 years by the Winterbourne Earls Primary School FOWES
and raises funds for the school.
The day consists of 3 separate races:
1km run for children in Reception, years 1 and 2
3km run for children in years 3-5
5km run for children in year 6 upwards as well as adults.
The event is inclusive and ideal for all ages/abilities. Fancy dress is encouraged, with prizes given for the best dressed boy, girl and adult. Remember to keep an eye out for Figsbury fox!
Every finishing runner will receive a medal. Medals will be handed out
by our special guest, polar adventurer Wendy Searle.
This event is a fun and well attended social occasion in both the
school and local community calendar and we hope to see as many of
you as possible on the day.
Please see the Figsbury Challenge website for more information on
the route and how to enter all races. Good luck and we hope you enjoy the day.
https://figsbury.site123.me/
As you can see, despite this relatively short term, we have had an extremely busy and exciting time over the last few months and look forward to yet more fun and learning throughout the rest of the year.
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Forthcoming Events
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Painting and Decorating Services
Residential and Commercial
Internal and External
Professionalism and quality assured, with over 15 years of experience
For enquiries or no obligation quote, please call Conrad on 079000 58325
Email: conrad@ccbpropertymaintenance.co.uk.
.
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Advertising in the Village Link
Our advertising prices are given below. Our circulation is now 600 copies and our readership is much more. The magazine therefore gets to a
lot of people in the area.
It would help us to keep costs down if we use email rather than postage.
Please could all advertisers include an email address where possible?
When submitting an advert please send it to:
winterbournevillagelink@gmail.com
If you are not sending it by email please post it to the Editor:
Dr EJ Penn
Grange Cottage
Gaters Lane
Winterbourne Dauntsey
SP4 6ER
Our advertising prices for 2019 (still kept at 2016 rate) are given below.
Please indicate how long you would like your advert to run (there are
three issues a year) and what size you would like it to be, remembering
that the magazine is printed in black and white and is in A5 format.
Cheques should be made payable to Winterbourne Parish Council and
sent to the Editor, Dr EJ Penn. Alternatively payment can be made by
BACS or standing order; please contact the Editor for details.
Size of advert

Cost for 1 year *

Cost for 1 issue

Full page

£120

£44

Half page

£80

£29

Quarter page

£48

£17.50

*10% discount if you advertise for the whole year
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Useful Telephone Numbers
Allotments
Roy Judd
611751
Amenities
Maureen Atkinson
611311
Anglican Churches
Rev Peter Ostli-East
611350
Beavers
Shirley Moores
611614
Kindred Winterbourne Earls Day Nursery
611766
BV Singers
Anne French
610062
nd
Brownies (2 Winterbourne) Heather Shepherd
611376
st
Brownies (1 Winterbourne) Sarah Laver
610743
BV Link Scheme Co-ordinator
611117
Country Matters
Trevor Lewis
610715
Cubs
Shirley Moores
611614
Club Friday
Lisa Stubbs
07870203374
Glebe Hall Bookings
www.glebehall.org.uk
07840887842
Historical Society
Maureen Atkinson
611311
Horticultural Society
Pam Taylor
619204
Methodist Church
Rev Steve Hawkes
01722 334833
Methodist Hall Bookings Maureen Homer
611172
Newbourne Players
Tracy Cooke
07795326916
Pilates
Angie Sutton
07876160706
Porton Badminton Club Jan Fower
610063
Porton Flower Arrangers Penny Fleet
611815
Rainbows
Emma Marsh
07787313555
Scouts
Shirley Moores
611614
Sew, Knit & Natter
Joanne Sankey
551118
Team Rector
Rev Peter Ostli-East
611350
Village Link Editor
Liz Penn
610979
Website
http://www.winterbourneparishcouncil.com
Wiltshire Police (non-emergency)
101
Winterbourne Earls School Jenny Purchase
611356
Yoga
Lisa Mullineaux
07528805984
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