
1 

Village Link  

 

News from the Winterbournes 

 

Spring 2019                                        No 120 

 

 

Winterbourne amenity area ðnew play 

equipment-putting the finishing touches to 

the grassy area on a community day. 
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Winterbourne Parish Council 
 

 

Councillor Dr Charles Penn (Chairman) 

Councillor Maureen Atkinson (Vice-Chairperson)    

 

Councillor Dr Peter Biggins 
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Councillor Brian Campbell-Kearsey 
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Councillor Michael Young 
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Any Parish related inquiries should be made in writing to the Parish 

Clerk in the first instance which will then be brought to the attention of 

the Parish Council. 

Melanie Thomas, Parish Clerk, Windrush, Kings Paddock, Win-

terslow, SP5 1RZ. 

 

Telephone: 01980 863802  

Email:         clerk-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk 

Web site:     http://www.winterbourneparishcouncil.com/  
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Village Link 

A magazine produced by the Parish Council three times annually 

providing news, information and items of interest for the Winter-

bournes. 

 

Delivery helpers 

Heather and George Shepherd, Sue Davis,  Jenny Lloyd, Nikki Palmer, 

Isobel Rider, Sue & Don McIntyre, Maureen Homer,  Charles Penn,  

Ian Berry-Bowers, Pam Newton, Ann Howell, Trevor Lewis,  Margaret 

& Simon Ward, Neil Grace, Carol Biggins. 

Deadlines for receipt of items for publication by the editor are: 

6
th
 July 2019 

9
th
 November 2019 

Items that miss the deadline date are unlikely to be included. 

Whilst it would be preferable for items to be emailed, this is in no way 

compulsory and handwritten articles are also welcome.   

Email: winterbournevillagelink@gmail.com 

 

Does your village magazine need a make-over? 

The Village Link has been published in its present form for several dec-

ades, long before I (or even my predecessor) took over as Editor. The 

world of communication, media and publishing have changed beyond 

recognition in that time, and we are now looking at what we need to do 

to make the Village Link more accessible, more useful to you, our ad-

vertisers and others, and even more FUN! 
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Please do get in touch with the Editor at  

winterbournevillagelink@gmail.com if you have opinions, ideas and sug-

gestions.  Even better if you have expertise and time to offer.  We 

would certainly like to make more use of our websites and push news 

and other information out more regularly while retaining a paper publi-

cation for those who prefer it.  To do this we need to build more of an 

editorial team so that we can have more time and expertise ééé and 

share the fun! 
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Contact Numbers for Wiltshire Council (South) 
 

Main number                       0300 456 0100  

Mincom for hard of hearing             01225 712500 

Automated payments (24 hours)    0300 456 0119 

Blue badges                        01225 713002 

Bus passes (Over 60s and disabled)    01225 713004 

Council tax benefit and housing benefit   01722 434483 

Council tax enquiries             01722 434222 

Childrenõs Services                                            01722 438165 

General enquiries       01722 336272 

Homes 4 Wiltshire       01380 734734 

Household waste collections     01722 434319/434320 

Housing general enquiries     01722 434280 

Leisure centres: 

Amesbury Leisure Centre     01980 622173 

Durrington Leisure Centre     01980 594594 

Salisbury Five Rivers Leisure Centre   01722 339966 

Tisbury Leisure Centre      01747 871141 

Libraries         01225 713000 

Parking         01722 434326 

Planning         01722 434541 

Pest Control        01722 434319/434320 

Recycling/black boxes ð Hills Waste   0845 6032085 

Registration ð Births, Deaths, Marriages   01225 713007 

Roads and pavements          0300 456 0105 

School admissions       01225 713010 

School special educational needs    01225 718095 

School transport       01225 713004 

Social care ð adults       0300 456 0111 

Social care ð children      01225 773500 

Website                                                www.wiltshire.gov.uk        
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Parish Council 
                
Chairman's Report  

 Planning and housing development ééé. in my back yard? 

To date the Parish Council has had limited influence over planning 

matters and housing development in and around the Winterbournes.  

Planning decisions are made by Wiltshire Council (or in cases of major 

developments Government Departments) and should follow agreed 

plans and policies.  The Parish Council does however have the oppor-

tunity to comment on all applications that affect us ð as do all members 

of the public.  Applications under consideration will normally be listed 

on the Parish Council meeting agenda (unless notified to us at very 

short notice), or can be found on Wiltshire Council website (a useful 

entry point is https://services.wiltshire.gov.uk/PlanningGIS/LLPG/

WeeklyList). We welcome attendance at our meetings by anyone inter-

ested in a particular planning application.  During 2018 we considered 

28 planning applications, ranging in scale and complexity from pruning 

of trees in a conservation area through to a proposal for major housing 

development nearby (Sarum Airfield), though the most frequent type 

was for extension or modification to an existing dwelling. 

 

When considering planning applications, we try to balance the needs of 

both the applicant and of neighbours and others affected (all of whom 

https://services.wiltshire.gov.uk/PlanningGIS/LLPG/WeeklyList
https://services.wiltshire.gov.uk/PlanningGIS/LLPG/WeeklyList
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may be Winterbourne residents), as well as wider benefits and impact 

the proposal may have on the community and area.  In some cases we 

have access to written submissions to Wiltshire Council already made 

by residents, or representation at a Parish Council meeting.  Parish 

Council responses to Wiltshire Council are recorded in our meeting 

minutes and are also published on the relevant page of Wiltshire Coun-

cilõs website. 

 

éé. and your Neighbourhood Plan 

However, our (your) level of influence over housing development is 

about to change with the introduction of our Neighbourhood Plan. 

Once this is formally adopted by a referendum within the Winter-

bournes, the planning authorities are required by law to take it into ac-

count when considering planning applications.  Our Neighbourhood 

Plan, thanks to the hard work over several years by our Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group and your own contributions through the house-

hold survey conducted in 2016, is now in draft form for consultation 

and on the Parish Council website for your review and comment.  The 

plan sets out how and where we can accommodate new housing, while 

preserving our rural environment, protecting designated green spaces 

and important farm land, and 

taking into account existing 

conservation areas and areas 

prone to flood risk.  I urge you 

all to review this draft docu-

ment, and respond as you 

wish.  The Parish Council will 

be considering its responses to 

the consultation at its March 

meeting. 
1 Conservation areas in The Winterbournes 

 

Charles Penn, Chairman, Winterbourne Parish Council 
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Neighbourhood Plan 

 

We are in the middle of a consultation period on the draft Plan for the 

Winterbournes and Hurdcott.  You can find this on the Parish Council 

website at www.winterbourneparishcouncil.com . (First select 

Planning and then Neighbourhood Plan to view).    In addition the Plan 

and supporting documents will be on display in the Methodist Church 

Hall (opposite the Winterbourne Arms) at the following times: 

 Saturday 23 March between 10.00 am and 1.00 pm  and  Wednesday 

27 March between 6.00 pm and 9.00 pm. 

 Members of the Steering Group will be on hand to answer any ques-

tions you may have. You can send your comments by email or post to:    

Chris Campbell-Jones at  Linden Lea, Hurdcott Lane, Winterbourne 

Earls SP4 6HL.    

email: comment@winterbourneplan.org   or  phone 01980 551109 

to be received no later than 6.00 pm on Monday 15 April 2019. 

There will then be a Village Meeting to be he held in the Glebe Hall on 

Saturday 25 May at 10.00 am to report on the Neighbourhood Plan 

proposals and to explain what happens next. 

 

Andrew Argyle 

 

Village Community Days 

Why do The Winterbournes look so good?  Itõs because everyone 

cares about keeping the village tidy;  litter is usually left by those passing 

through! A number of keen parishioners meet together for 3 hours 

about every 6 weeks on a Saturday morning for a òCommunity Dayó 

and over the past few months have accomplished the following tasks: 

Litter picking throughout the village 

Maintaining the shrub bed at Summerlug Corner 

Clearing footpaths of plant debris and fallen trees 

http://www.winterbourneparishcouncil.com
mailto:comment@winterbourneplan.org
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Cleaning post boxes 

Removing staples from telegraph poles 

Re-painting Allotment noticeboard 

Tidying wooded area in QEII Field  

Maintaining equipment in QEII Field playground 

Cutting, re-seeding and rolling area of bare earth in QEII Field 

Additionally, thanks must go to Hilary Sharland for donating over 200 

English bluebells and also to all the Winterbourne Brownies and their 

leaders for planting them in the QEII Field woods. 

Community Days always finish with some delicious bacon and mush-

room butties and a warm drink in either the Glebe Hall or the Method-

ist Church Hall.  Everyone is welcome to take part ð of any age ð there 

are jobs for all.  For more information, please contact Cllr Maureen At-

kinson on 01980 611311 or at mea@dial.pipex.com. 

Maureen Atkinson 
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Would you like to sponsor, or part sponsor a Village 

flower tub? 

Bourne Valley Horticultural Society and Gardening Club have agreed 

to continue to sponsor and plant up the containers on the roundabout 

at Winterbourne Gunner.  They have also offered to plant up the tubs 

at Policemanõs Corner, Paddock Close and opposite Winterbourne 

Stores,  if sponsors can be found to pay for the plants for these four 

tubs.  Can you help? 

Thanks must go to those businesses who sponsored tubs in 2018, to 

Earls Manor Court and Jo Sankey for continuing to sponsor the three 

tubs at Summerlug Corner in 2019, to Sue and David Lawford for the 

tubs at The Bank and to Pam Newton for the tubs at the Amenity car 

park. 

Please contact Cllr Maureen Atkinson on 01980 611311, if you can 

help. 

                                                   

About the Glebe Hall website www.glebehall.org.uk.  

 

The Winterbourne Glebe Hall has become a very popular venue to 

hire for  

¶ Business meetings 

¶ Training sessions 

¶ Conferences 

¶ Concerts and other musical events 

¶ Drama performances 

¶ Large family celebrations 

¶ Wedding receptions 

¶ Childrenõs parties 

 

The Glebe Hall website is in much use by people looking to compare 

village halls to hire for an event.  Did you know that Winterbourne  

http://www.glebehall.org.uk
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residents are able to hire the Winterbourne Glebe Hall at specially discount-

ed rates? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Jumble Sales 2019 

 

6
th
 April-            Jumble sale in aid of the Glebe Hall  

7
th
 September-   Jumble sale in aid of Salisbury Hospice 

2
nd
 November-   Jumble sale in aid of the Glebe Hall  

 

Glebe Hall Management Committee 
 

The WGHMC continues to maintain and improve the facilities at the Glebe 

Hall. I am pleased to report that the Glebe Hall is being increasingly used 

and has attracted additional regular users such as yoga, pilates and Moo Mu-

sic. The bookings remain buoyant for the remainder of the year, with many 

now being taken for 2020. 

Recently we have experienced some unexpected requirements to replace our 

commercial gas cooker and dishwasher.  As the result of having to purchase 

a new gas cooker we now have to deal with additional regulatory changes that 

necessitate the purchase and installation of an extractor hood, escalating our 

costs. All these items are necessary pieces of equipment that are routinely re-

quired by caterers and regular users of the Hall. We are therefore urgently 

embarking on a fund raising exercise and looking to appropriate funds 

through grant applications, to supplement our current financial resources.  

Together with the Winterbourne Parish Council, the Hall committee have 

been addressing the potential danger posed to the Hall by some of the sur-

rounding trees, after a tree fell on part of the Hall causing some damage, last 

autumn. Being in a conservation area, permission is being sought to remove 

additional trees identified as posing potential danger to the Hall. In addition, 

the Parish Council are in the final stages of constructing barriers to protect 

the fabric of the Hall from poor parking, on the car park side of the building.  

One of the major concerns that have arisen over the last few months is the 

unsolicited use of the Hall while groups are using the Hall. It has been re-

ported that individuals and groups passing or parking at the Glebe Hall have 

been taking advantage of the main doors being left unlocked and enter the 

building to use the toilet and washing facilities. On many occasions the mess 
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left after use is proving unacceptable and extremely unpleasant to clear 

up. All users of the Hall have been instructed that while using the Hall 

they should lock the front door to prevent unannounced entry. This is 

especially important in terms of safeguarding all individuals that legiti-

mately in the Hall, while at the same time protecting the Hall itself from 

damage or property theft. Monitoring of future activity will be increased 

with the use of the CCTV system and appropriate action taken of future 

offenders. 

With hall security in mind, the Wiltshire Village Hall Association has 

recently issued an alert to all village hall committees, that a number of 

village halls have been illegally entered, damaged and theft of contents 

occurred. Therefore, could all organisations and individuals ensure the 

premises are secured at the end of the hire period? In addition, if all 

members of the village community notice suspicious behaviour around 

the hall, please contact members of the committee and /or the police. 

Please make note of the following events being undertaken at the Glebe 

Hall over the coming year.  

1. Moviola organised by Chris and John Brown continues to raise funds 

and provides a relaxed atmosphere to enjoy recently produced films 

over a glass of wine, coffee or tea, ice cream with the obligatory raffle. It 

has been disappointing to note that over the last few occasions audience 

numbers have declined, despite some excellent films being shown. 

The next films to note in your diary include Bohemian Rhapsody on 

Thursday March 28
th
 7.30pm. The film features the recent Oscar Win-

ner, Rami Malek who starred as Freddie Mercury and is a lively cele-

bration of Queen. The film traces the meteoric rise of the band, Fred-

dieõs solo career and the reunion in time for Live Aid. On Thursday, 

April 25
th
 7.30pmð ôStan & Ollieõ starring Steve Coogan & John C Reilly 

as the legendary comic duo. This engaging film tells the heart-warming 

story of what would become their triumphant farewell tour of the variety 

halls of Britain & Ireland. 

Please publicise these films and encourage people to attend and sup-

port Chris and Johnõs efforts to continue with this venture as it not only 

provides an entertaining evening but also helps with much needed reve-

nue for maintaining and updating the Glebe Hall. 

2. Jumble Sales organised by Sue Davis and her team.   They continual-

ly work hard in raising significant funds to support both the Glebe 

Hall and the Salisbury Hospice. Continuing in 2019 they have organ-
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ised their sales for, Saturday 6
th
 April 2019 and Saturday 2

nd
 Novem-

ber. 

3.  The popular Open Gardens has again been organised for Sunday 2
nd
 

June 2019, 2-5pm and is a joint venture with the Bourne Valley Horti-

cultural Society & Garden Club. 

4.  Food Fest on Friday, 8
th
 November 2019 

5.  A comedy drama called ôAgatha Crusty and the Village Hall Mur-

dersõ is currently being rehearsed by the Newbourne Players and will be 

performed on, Friday 17
th
 and Saturday 18

th
 May at 7.30 p.m.  The play 

is based on a comedy murder that centres on a Village Hall committee, 

with an incompetent investigating officer with the laughs piling up as fast 

as the bodies. Later in the year they are also preparing the yearly panto-

mime for Thursday 12
th
/ Friday 13

th
 December starting at 7.30p.m

 
and 

Saturday 14
th
 December beginning at 5.30p.m.  Make a note of the 

dates for your children, grandchildren or great grandchildren, so that 

they have the opportunity to enjoy this annual Christmas treat. On be-

half of the WGHMC I would like to take the opportunity to thank the 

Newbourne Players for their continual support in donating some of 

their production profits towards Glebe Hall funds. A recent donation of 

£250 from their last pantomime Cinderella was much appreciated. 

Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to thank all those members 

of the Parish Council, local community, local trades and Glebe Hall 

Committee, who over the last 12 months, have given their time in help-

ing raise funds, support events, and contribute to maintaining our vil-

lage hall.  

Graham Lloyd Chairman, Glebe Hall Committee 
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Winterbourne Glebe Hall Prices for Hiring 2019 
 

Vicarage Lane, Winterbourne Earls, Salisbury, SP4 6HA 

Registered Charity 279405 

 

*Discount may be available for Winterbourne residents ñ please enquire. 

**Small Meeting Room has self-contained access from outside, also may be 

available with access to kitchen & toilets ñ please enquire 

Booking Clerk: Jane Lackey 07840887842  glebehall1993@gmail.com  

website: www.glebehall.org.uk 

 

Description Price 

£ 

 

   

Daytime (whole premises) 17*  Per hour 

   

Evening (whole premises) 22.50* Per hour 

   

Small Meeting Room** 

(Ron Burton Room) 11.00*  Per hour 

   

Weddings 

(includes 6pm Friday to 10am Sun-

day) 

495.00* 

 

   

Cleaning after wedding 45.00  

   

Cleaning after special events 45.00  
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Amesbury Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team 

 

Staying Safe Online   

The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust is a charity 

which works in partnership with Wiltshire Po-

lice providing an invaluable home security ser-

vice for the community. This service is offered 

free of charge for those who are over 60, any-

one who is 18+ and registered disabled. 

  

After 19 years of supporting the elderly and vulnerable in Wiltshire, this year 

the Trust has launched a new Stay Safe Online initiative across Swindon and 

Wiltshire. Through raising the awareness of computer fraud and what to do if 

you have concerns over your online safety the Trust aims to reduce the risk of 

this type of crime, as computer fraud is the fastest growing crime in Wiltshire. 

This service is also provided free of charge for those who are over 60, anyone 

who is 18+ and registered disabled. 

 

The Bobby Van Stay Safe Online team of volunteers know only too well that 

most of us rely on the internet, to one degree or another, to communicate, 

manage our finances, and to obtain products and services. Therefore the aim of 

our dedicated team of Stay Safe Online volunteers is to provide the community 

with the following: 

  

Improved Digital/Cyber security awareness; 

Cyber and Scam prevention advice; 

Signposting to future advice and resources; 

Providing support and reassurance; 

Offering basic practical skills to enable you to check and understand privacy 

settings; and, 

The team are also available to give talks at community events. 
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Those who are eligible can refer themselves for a visit from one of our team of 

Stay Safe Online Volunteers. 

  

The team will also be taking referrals from Wiltshire Police for those who 

have, unfortunately, already encountered problems with online crime. 

  

If you would like to arrange a Stay Safe Online one-to-one appointment, or a 

group talk please: Email: bv.onlinesafety@wiltshire.police.uk Phone: 01380 

861191. 

 

This link, https://www.police.uk/ ,will allow you to check stats in more detail 

for your area, and all surrounding areas. 

PCSO 3961 Tina Roylance  tina.roylance@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

PC 1481 Lucy Wileman  lucy.wileman@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

 

Please dial 101 to report a crime and 999 in an emergency 

 

Local leisure activities and services 

Being regularly active can bring many health and wellbeing benefits to yourself 

and your family. Weõre generally aware of the physical benefits but physical ac-

tivity can also help with positive mental health and can help prevent the onset 

of many lifestyle diseases. At Five Rivers Health and Wellbeing Centre there is 

a wide range of facilities and activities to help you get active, and stay active. 

With an 8 lane swimming pool with flume, beach pool and adult spa pool, a 

state of the art fitness suite with over 100 equipment stations, two group exer-

cise studios and a comprehensive group exercise class programme plus sports 

hall, squash courts and café with community area there is something for every-

one. Flexible leisure memberships are available and swimming lessons offered 

for young people and adults; being active is what we do! For more information 

on the centre, whatõs on and how to get involved, visit www.wiltshire.gov.uk/

leisure-five-rivers or come in and ask to have a look around.  

 

 

 

mailto:bv.onlinesafety@wiltshire.police.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/leisure-five-rivers
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/leisure-five-rivers
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Volunteering 
 

Bourne Valley Link Scheme 

 

Our volunteers provide neighbourly services to those in 

need in the Bourne Valley parishes of Cholderton, New-

ton Toney, Allington, Boscombe, Idmiston, Porton, 

Gomeldon, the Winterbournes and Hurdcott 

 

Donõt forget!    
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee Morning  

 Cholderton Village Hall 

Saturday 8th June  

from  

        10.30am until 12.00 noon  
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Can we help? 

Do you need transport to visit friends or relatives, a hospital, GP, opti-

cian or dentist appointment, hairdresser, shopping or a place of inter-

est? If you live in the Bourne Valley and in exchange for a donation to 

BVLS, we may be able to help.  
 

Please help by becoming one of our Link volunteers 

If you would like to join our wonderful team of volunteers, then please 

call the Link number for information. There are a variety of tasks and 

you can choose how much time you are able to give to this valuable ser-

vice. The scheme is a registered charity; volunteers receive expenses on-

ly and users are asked to make a donation in a sealed envelope 

(according to their means).       

Ring the Co-ordinator on 01980 611117 to use the scheme.    

Registered charity number 1108029 

www.bournevalleylink.org.uk 

 
Challenge yourself for Wiltshire Air Ambulance 

 

If you or someone you know 

would like to take on new or excit-

ing challenges in 2019, then Wilt-

shire Air Ambulance has a choice 

of events. 

Our bumper events calendar includes an abseil, skydive and a Snowdon 

challenge. 

As well as a personal challenge, by taking part you will be helping us to 

keep saving lives. 

If an abseil appeals to you, experience the thrill of a controlled descent 

down Avon Gorge, Bristol, on Sunday 14 April. 

You can explore the stunning landscape of Snowdonia National Park 

by tackling our triple challenge of cycling, climbing and kayaking on  
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Saturday 8 June. 

If you want to see Wiltshire from a great height take part in our skydive 

at Old Sarum Airfield, near Salisbury, on 2 June. Jumping in tandem 

with a professional instructor from either 10,000 or 15,000 feet, you can 

see the sights of Salisbury Cathedral and Stonehenge. 

We are a charity and rely on donations to keep saving lives. It costs 

£3.75 million a year to keep the air ambulance flying and we are not 

funded directly by the Government and receive no National Lottery 

grants. For more information about our events go to our website https://

www.wiltshireairambulance.co.uk/events/ or call the charity team on 

01225 300536. 

Registered charity number: 1144097 

Interests and Activities 
 

Moviola Night at the Glebe Hall  
 

Forthcoming films:  

Thursday 28th March at 7.30pm  BOHEMIAN 

RHAPSODY (12A). This is foot-stomping cele-

bration of Queen, their music and their extraor-

dinary lead singer Freddie Mercury. The film 

traces the meteoric rise of the band throughout 

their iconic songs and revolutionary sound.  

Thursday 25th April  at 7.30pm  STAN & OLLIE (12A). Starring Ste-

ve Coogan and John C Riley as the legendary icons, this is the heart-

warming story of what would become their triumphant farewell tour of 

the variety halls of Britain and Ireland.  

We don't yet have any details of the forthcoming films for May and 

June, but we may be able announce the films, possibly on 28th 

March,  or 25th April. 

John Brown 01980 611352 

https://www.wiltshireairambulance.co.uk/events/
https://www.wiltshireairambulance.co.uk/events/
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Club Friday 

 Calling local older folks! Club Friday has vacancies for new members! We 

even collect you and take you safely home, thanks to our DBS checked volun-

teer drivers. Join us for friendship, lunch and a varied programme of activi-

ties. So far this year we have enjoyed gentle yoga, quizzes, musical bingo and 

have dancing dogs to look forward to! We have some talks planned as well; 

from the Bobby Van Trust and Salisbury Cathedral staff. Our members (or 

guests as we refer to them) pay a charge of £10 each Friday, to cover food, re-

freshments, activities etc. For further information, please contact Lisa (the or-

ganiser) on 07870 203374 or email 

 lisajstubbs@gmail.com 

Club Friday is the working name for what is officially known as The Bourne 

Valley Day Centre for the Elderly. We are a registered charity and have his-

torically received an annual grant from Wiltshire Council towards our running 

costs. However, we still need to fundraise to support this amount. Each 

month on the first Friday we hold a ôCakes, Bakes and Makesõ sale to help 

our fundraising efforts. Did you know that it is open to the whole community? 

From 10am to 11am you can drop in to not only buy delicious homemade 

goods, support a local charity by making a purchase, but also receive a free 

cup of tea or coffee as well!  

Do any of you have magazines that you would be able to pass on to Club Fri-

day after you have read them? We recently had some donated to us and it 

was lovely to have some new reading material for our guests. The magazines 

can be dropped off between 9 and 3 oõclock on a Friday, or earlier Friday 

morning and left on the doorstep of the Methodist Church, Winterbourne 

Dauntsey, if they are protected from the elements.  

Club Friday are so fortunate to have a committed band of trustees, volunteer 

helpers and drivers who support and enable our guests to attend each week. 

As the organiser, I really value their time and support that they offer so will-

ingly. Without such people this valuable service would not exist; I couldnõt 

run it alone! Thank you all. 

There are so many things for Club Friday to look forward to in the coming 

months. We are lucky to have a Brownie pack coming to visit us, a company 

called ôZooLabõ are booked to bring some small animals and regular yoga too. 

mailto:lisajstubbs@gmail.com
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I think that some of our favourite activities are kurling, boccia, and probably 

anything that enables us to sing along! We may not be quite competition 

standard (sport or singing) but we do enjoy ourselves in the meantime. If you 

would like further information about our day centre or would like to discuss 

helping with fundraising or donating funds, please do get in touch. 

Lisa Stubbs  07870 203374 lisajstubbs@gmail.com 

Registered Charity Number 1034491 

Bourne Valley Tuesday Club 

We continue to meet regularly at Bourne Valley Methodist church. Our ex-

citing spring programme starts on March 26
th
 with a visit from Woodford uku-

lele group followed on April 9
th
   with  an evening of pictures of Salisbury  by 

well known local photographer Roger Elliot. If murder mystery appeals to 

you do join us on  April 23
rd
 as historian George Fleming  tries to unravel the 

unsolved  murder of Salisbury schoolboy Teddy Haskell in 1908. 

As usual our meeting commence at 7.30 and the cost of the evening is £2 in-

cluding refreshments. 

We are currently putting together our summer programme of events some of 

which for logistical reasons may take place other than a Tuesday. Please see 

our noticeboard  or  for more information call Crispin Bickle on 01980 

611372. 

Crispin  Bickle 01980 611372  

 

Bourne Valley Singers 

The Singers busy Christmas season is now over and we can relax a little.  We 

started getting in the Christmas spirit at our concert in Porton Church at the 

beginning of December with a varied programme of seasonal songs and car-

ols. The Christmas Concert is always popular and a very jolly occasion as well 

as raising funds for the church and St Michaelõs bell/clock appeal. This year 

we had a new song comprising a medley of well known tunes and including 

reference to Christmas chores and a selection of high street shopsé.. 'Shop 'til 

you drop'.  This proved very popular with both our audiences and choir and 

was written and arranged by  Anne, our musical director.  We repeated the 

concert in  the Winterbournes at the Methodist  Church. On both occasions 

the audience was treated to delicious refreshments.  The choir greatly enjoyed 

performing during our annual visit to St Thomasõ Church for the Christmas 

Tree Festival.  The choir also provided the entertainment at Bourne Valley 

WIõs last Christmas party.  The BV trio and quartet also entertained at the 



23 

Christmas market in Salisbury (too cold for the rest of us), Club Friday 

and several local care homes.   

We are now practising for a spring/Easter concert at  St Nicholas Por-

ton on Friday 12th April at 7pm. The programme  includes African/

American spirituals.   We hope to see you there; tickets  £10 to include 

refreshments available on the night or in advance from Anthea Davies 

01980 610539.  

Advanced notice that on 13th June at 7:30pm in St Michael & All An-

gels Winterbourne Earls, the Winterslow Singers and Bourne Valley 

Singers will present a joint programme. The first half will be a mixed se-

lection of spirituals, followed by a performance of a larger work, òThe 

life of Christó by Anne French. This piece follows Christ from birth to 

resurrection; first written in 1984, Anne has revised it for adult choir 

and varied accompaniment. Proceeds to support the bells & clock res-

toration appeal.   

We would love to welcome more ladies to join the choir; we don't audi-

tion and we're quite a friendly bunch on the whole.  We meet at the 

Methodist Church on Wednesdays at 7pm. 

Glenys HollingdaleðSmith 

 
Bourne Valley Historical Society  

From the Societyõs Archivist, Angela Armstrong 

School Attendance 

There is a lot said about school attendance these days, with parents be-

ing fined for taking their children away on holiday in term time, but 

years ago it was a somewhat different matter; absenteeism was for very 

different reasons.  Education was made compulsory in the Salisbury ar-

ea in 1876 when Lord Sandonõs Act was passed. This stated that it was 

the duty of every parent to see that his child received efficient elemen-

tary instruction in reading, writing and arithmetic. It also provided pen-

alties for defaulters. 

 

Taken from Winterbourne Earls School 1872-1902 

In the Winterbournes ,where the majority of children came from farm-
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ing stock, attendance was always bad in June, July and August when the 

older children were absent helping their parents with the haymaking 

and in October when the boys helped with potato picking. If they did 

not actually help in the fields then they would leave school early at 

11.30am to take their parents their lunch in the fields during the hay-

making and harvest periods.  

In 1893 the lowest age at which children could be excused from attend-

ing school was 11 years and in 1899 this was raised to 12. Exception was 

made for children in rural areas who could become half timers at 11. 

In 1873 children were being kept at home to help in domestic work: 

July  third weekõs absence of Mary Ings kept at home to assist moth-

er in domestic work . 

October 17th Sydney Percy absent for three weeks through the ill-

ness of his mother.  

Charlotte Beavis absent this and preceding week, kept at home to as-

sist parents. 

November 21st Sarah Langham kept at home to help with Domestic 

work. 

There were also other domestic reasons for children being absent: 

In July 1873 George Goulding could not come to school because he 

did not have any boots to wear.  

Frank Holmes and his brother Harry stayed at home because they 

did not have any school money.  

In September attendance was again bad because the childrenõs 

clothes get out of order during the harvest thus causing a hin-

drance to their return. 

Society Meetings are held on the 3
rd
 Thursday of each month (except 

August and December) at 7.30pm in the Glebe Hall, Winterbourne 

Earls.  

Future Meetings in 2019: 
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March 21
st
  Robert Key, òSalisbury - two thousand years of Eng-

lishness in one superb cityó 

April 18
th
   James Holden, òWiltshire Gate Housesó   

May 16
th
   Dr. Francis Burroughes, òThe Man who Rebuilt          

Wessexó                 

June 20
th
   To be confirmed 

July 18
th
            Lucille Campey, òSt. Edith of Wiltonó 

September 19
th
  Emily Naish, òSalisbury Cathedral Libraryó 

October 17
th
   Ryan Lavelle, òAlfred the Greatõs Wessexó 

November 21
st
 Adrian Green, òThe Stories behind the Hoardsó 

Membership of the Society is currently £13 per annum and includes at-

tendance at 10 lectures, plus a monthly Newsletter that includes a sum-

mary of the lecture given at the previous meeting.  Members also have 

access to a large archive collection of photographs and documents, in-

cluding full reports on topics of local historical and archaeological inter-

est. Visitors may attend up to two meetings for a donation, before they 

are asked to join. Please contact Maureen Atkinson on 01980 611311 

or at mea@dial.pipex.com for further information.  Website:  

www.bournevalleyhistory.co.uk 

 

Maureen Atkinson 

 

 

The Commonwealth War Grave at St Mary the Virgin, 

Winterbourne Gunner. 

 

In 2018, St Maryõs Church in Winterbourne Gunner used the cen-

tenary commemorations of WW1 to learn about our single Common-

wealth War Grave and its occupant. This is the grave of Major GH 

Wicks OBE who was buried there in August 1921 aged 55. He led an 

interesting life, much of which we have learnt from relatives who have 

visited in the past year. 

http://www.bournevalleyhistory.co.uk
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Gerald Hamilton Wicks 

was born in Bayswater in 

1865, the 4
th
 son of John 

and Rebecca (nee Levi/

Hart). He was baptized 

on 31.3.1866 in War-

grave, Berkshire.  He 

was apprenticed as an 

engineer to Messrs. Faw-

cett, Preston and Co., of 

Liverpool, where he 

married firstly Alice 

Marian Quarrill on 

28.5.1884. They had 

three children. He di-

vorced on moving to 

South America early in 

his career to supervise 

the erection and running 

of sugar factories, where 

he remained till just after the outbreak of the Great War.  

 

He married Maria Olimpia Pesõa in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. They had 6 

children in Rio and in Mexico. His twenty-seven years in Latin-America 

were spent mostly in the sugar industry, with the notable exception of a 

period as assistant engineer on the location and construction of the 

Rental-Rosario de Larina extension of the Central Northern Railway of 

the Argentine. Joining the Trench Warfare Department at Porton 

Down/Winterbourne Gunner in 1915 with the rank of Captain on the 

General List, he became Superintendent of the Pyrotechnic Division of 

Chemical Warfare, when, jointly with others, he produced many new 

types of signals, flares, etc., for both land and aerial use, and was award-

ed the OBE besides being mentioned in dispatches 3 times. In 1918 he 

was granted a Brevet Majority in the Royal Engineers. 

 

After the War he married Winifred Annie Michelmore and had a 

daughter, Anne, born in Salisbury on August 1920. He died from     


